Tempora eMM utantar. 
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Theological, Moral, and Hiſtorical. 


Repreſenting (as in a Scene) the Viciſſitudes of | 


Humane things , with their Cauſes and Lſes, 
Fitted for: the eſtabl (hing mans Soul unchangeable i 14 
the Faith,amidſt the various Changes bs rhe W " 

. Fa S. : 


LO 
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By J.1 R. Maſter ref ts 


Io. 21. 1; 13, 


He calls to me ont of Scir , Watchman, what of the | | 


21 ht ? 


T he Watchman ſaid, The morning cometh and alſo '] 


the mght, 


+ ON AW Aa 


2 


Printed for T ho, Rooks at the Lamb and Tnk-bottle at | 


the Weſt end of S, Parl's near S, Anſtin's gate, 


Tphere alſo is made 1nd ſold the beſt Ink, for Deeds and” 


Records. 1664, 


[4 
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{ 


; 
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LL - 
To the | 
RIGHT WORSHIPFULL| 

S* G. B. Knight. 


S1R, 


2 
ES [2% of our late changes[ have | 
We) Sp [ill obſeryd you to beHo- | 
} mo quadratus,one whoſe | 
\ Baſis hath been firmly grounded up- 

on Religious principles; aud amidſt } 
\ the manifold Alterations of the | 
World's Scene ( on which you have a- | 
, Fed the ſuffering part) moſt con- | 
' flantuntothe T ruth ; your Heaven- 
born Soul over-looking theſe ſubluna- 

A 2 21 


| Taz ErisTLE. 

ry mutations with an eye of Faith fixt 

upon Eternity. 

Having therefore compos d this 
Treatiſe, © The birth of a Day 1 

brought forth by the midwifery of 

' ſome weeks ſtudies, Ino ſooner thought | 

of ſeeking a Patron for it, then of | 

| chooſing Y our felt ; whoſe Experi- 

| ence (1 knew well?) could fully at- 

| teſt the V 1ciſsitudes of all Humane 

things, and whoſe Judgement did 

| clearly diſcern their ſeverall Cau- 

ſes, as having already applyd them 

| home m their ſacred Uſes. 

| And therather, S', do Imake bold þ 

here to mſcribe Y our name, that 1 
| mayerett, if but a ſraall Monu- | 


| 
ment 


ongs wes ICS m—_—— 
-— ,4 


—_ 


* 
ro 


of Viiciſsitude in it, being Aura fu- 


your eminent and cheerfull ſutter-| 


, 


Taruz ErisTLE. 
ment of Thankfulneſſe unto you 
for ſundry Favours ; and let you ſes 
that I eye not Greatneſle ſo much as 
Goodneſle for the fitteſt Patron. 


The former of theſe having much 


Factor, more fleeting then the Air ;| 
but the later of duration, being /Ere| 
perennior, more durable then Brals. 
And a preater teſtimony of this} 
Goodneſle cannot be given, then} 


Cates 


ing, even the loſſe of All, your| 

Conſtancy excepted in theOrtho-| 

dox Faith , which hath taught you | 

to look beyond the Inſtruments, unto | 

God the principall Agent, in his ſo | 
y | 


3 Varmwus | 
; 


Tauz ErisTLE. 
various and changeable dealings with 
900, as to earthly things. 

May thefe Lines then fland you 
in any ſtead, though to be only ( as 
.., Aaronand Hur were to Mo- 
[7 ſes ) ſome ſlay and ſupport to 
[Your weak hands and feeble knees, 
| 1t 15 enough. 
| For God whois richin mercy | to 
| zhoſe that call upon him, hath a Suf. 
| ficit for Y ou and Y ours,and will at 
| length make up all your loſſes (if you 
| faint not under them ) out of his own 
| choiceſ treaſure of happineſle , 
| which no ſon of violence ſhall be a- 


fo uffer d as a Chriſtian With andaun- 
ted 


| ble to force from You; fince you have | 


THrxz ErisTLE. | 
ted Fortitude and Patience, KO 
ing in your ſelf that you have in hea-. 
Ven 4 better and an enduring Sub- 
ſtance. 

*% Andnow,Sir,! commend your » i 
| V Yor ſelf with your Ver- 
|  tuous| AY; and your hopefull | 
( as well as numerous ) branch- 
es, unto God and the word of his | 
Graee : nothing doubting but that | 
| FH, who by the bandof his provi- 
Jence hath the curning about of this 
great Globe of the World, will al- 
ſo tvxatipws, in his good time, turn all 
\ to bis Churches good : ade he is 
' able every day to Guild you up more 


and more im your Holy Faith ; /o 
A 4 like- 


© 


Tar EriSTLE. 
likewiſe he will do it, and give You 
2n abiding inherit among them 
that are ſaniified. Which is the 
prayer of him who efteems it an 
onour to be, 


Sr, 
Your faithfully 
devoted ſervant, 


Fohn Robinſon. 


. x ws 
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CLEPEE IS IISOPE S050 I0R 
Prov.27-yer.T, andlaſt branch oft, 

For thou know'ſt not what a Day may bring forth. 


The whole Verſe runs thus ; 


Boaſt not of to Aorrow ; for thou know'ſ} not 
what a Day may bring forth. 


= His yerſcis one of Solomons Proverbs 
2= ſpoken of 1 Reg. 4, 32. where we 
(| NS) read that Solomon ſpake three thou- 

I) BSE [and Proverbs, and his Songs were a 
. Go® thouſand and five. 

Now a Proyerb is a ſpeech ofan Abſolute and 
Independent nature, For which cauſe I ſhall nor 
look back upon it as any ways Relative) but as 
ſtanding by it ſelf upon ics own account, 

And in this Proyerb two genesall chings are 
conſiderable, 

I. AProhibition, Boaſ# not of to morrow, 

2, AReaſon of it, Foy tho knoweſt not, &c. 

Andin the Reaſonthere are three Particulars 
obſeryable. 

I, The Birth : And this is impliedinthe rela- 
tive Rzid, which hath alwayes an Aliquid it 
relates unto, viz. ſome good or evil to be de- 
liver'd of. 

2. TheParent that brings ic forth : And this 
is A Day, or every particular pevitas temporis 
day, For as Truth is the daugh- filia, Aut. Gel, 
ter of Time;ſoalſo is Falſhood, Noe. Attic. itb, 
It is Tyne that brings forth 272.cap.12. 

| | Births 


Deur, 
38s, 28, 


| Job, 8, 9, 


The Birth of a Day, or, 
Births that are diverfly ſhapen, both good and 
evill, ſtrait and crooked, beautifull and defer- 
med, perfetly membred and monſtrous, Our 
Gazgtts and Dinrnals can fſatisfie us thus far. 

2. The Perſons that do ignorantly gaze 
afterthe Birth : And they are every many 7* 
hamo, Andifit be ask*d then Who doth know 
rt; itis anſwered, Only t# Domine. For ſecret 
things belong to the Lord, layes Moſes: And fu- 
ture things are thofe ſecrets that God hath kepr 


' Jock'd up from us in his own Boſome ; He = 


knowing them 4 parte ante, we but 2 partepoſh. 
For as B:ldadiays, ſo may we, Heſterni ſwmus, 
That we are bat Teſterdayes off-ſdring and know 
»othing ,no,not fo much as the iflue of one Day, 
what it will produce. 7 hou Know'ft not what a 
Day may bring forth, 


And here I ſhall begin with the laſt ef the 
three, viz, The perſons that do ignorantly gaze 
atter the Birth 3 Andthey are Every man 5 7x 
homo. And the rather becauſe it is firſt inthe 
Text, and comprehenſive of the reſt, The ſub=- 
tance whereot I ſhall hold out unto you in two 
Propoſitions, 

1, Thatno man can tell the Future Event of 
things,no not fora day : andthis comes to palle 
from the great viciſſtude and unconſtancy of all 
world y things, Orelſe,it I may buttake inthis 
_ 0A into the Propofition, then I ſhall run ir 
thus; | 

That there is ſuch a, Vicifficude and Incon- 
Rancy in all Sublunary things, as that a man 


' can have no aflurance ofthem, no not for a day, 


We knownot what a Day may bring forth, « 
| or 


a Treatiſe of Viciſfitude, 2 
Forinthe great Houſe of the World there be 
three Roomes; whereof the upper and lower 
have no change, nor ſhadow of change, the one 
cing full of eternall Glory, che other of Tor- 
ment ; only this middle-moit is Ald with no- 
thing but Inſtability. 
2, That icis God alone knows all future 
things, Forthis word 7 ho# is here put /gnan- 
zer, with an Emphaſis upon it : Thou know'ſt 
not, Asithe had ſaid, Though the Knowledge 
of all Contingencies be hid from Man, yet are 
they known to God as if they were preſent-For 
which cauſe God hath his Name from the pre- 
ſent,] am that T am;there being with him neither Exod. 
time paſt,nortime to come,but all being preſent, 3* **: 
Firſt then for the former of the two, 
Now for the orderly handling of this, that I 
may give {omeſtays and reſts to your memories, . 
I ſhall lay before you theſe five things, 
1, What this V iciſlitude is- | 
2 That there is ſucha Viciflcude, 
3, The Efficient Cauſes of it. 
4. The Ends or Final Cauſes of it, 
5. TheUſes of it, 


The firſt thing then is, Q#7d /t, | 

Where know thatby Vicifſitude here I do not 
underſtand ſuch a mutation as 1s the utter anni- 
hilation of the Creatures Eflence and Being; be- 
cauſe God having made all things, doth not ut- 
rerly deſtroy any thing that he hath made ac- 
cording to thar of S, Paul x Cor, 7, 31. The 
faſhion of the world paſſes away,( fi- Fe 
gura mundi,onnaturayas Aretins 7 -coein 
glofles it; ) But ſuch a one as doth 
only 


.-- The Birthofa Day, or 
_ only alter it in its preſent eftate and condition ; 


this particular eftare and condition of a thing- 


- being the proper obje& of Viciflitude. Neither 
is itagainevery mutation of a things particular 
_ eltateandcondition that is the proper object of 

Viciflicude, but only ſucha mutation as is reci- 
procall: ze, ſuch a change, as hath like the Sea 
_ its Flaxns and Reflaxys, its Ebbingsand Flow= 
ingsfrom one eftate to anather, And this too 
we-do not underftand in a Morall, but in a Na- 
turall way, For there may be a Morall change 
from good to evii, and back again from evil to 
200d, which-yet we cannot call by the name of 
Viciffitude, Bur the Viciffitude here ſpoken of is 
only. in Naturall and Worldly things, which 
have ſucha circular motion here, and are ſo un- 
conſtant in it » as that there can beno Inſurance 
made of them in this great Exchange of the 
World, becauſe we know net concerning them 
what a day may bring forth, And ſo much for 
the firſt thing, | 

The ſecond is the Demonſtration of this 
Truth, That there is ſuch a Viciflitude. 

And this I ſhall doyFirſt, by exprefle places of 
Scripture. Secondly, by ſome Inſtances of it, 

Firft, by ſome exprefle places of Scriprure, 
And herethePreacher hath a good ſaying, Eccle- 
fraftes7.34, 11 the day of Proſperity be joyfull,but 
72 the day of Adverſsiy conſider. And the thing 
we are to conſider of is, T hat God hath ſet the 
one over againſt the other, His meaning is, That 
God hath ardered things here with a great deal 
ot change and variety 3 Asthat he hath ſer Pro- 
{perity over againſt Adyerfity, and again, Ad- 
yeihity over againſt Proſperity, eyen as Light 

an 


w ts. DN es wo w9—m _ 


| 


wn III Wc TER rn POI——p—_ _—_ 


and Darkneſſe, to ſucceed each other by a con- 

ſtant intercourte s To the end, ſays be,7 hat man 

(hould find nothing after him : 1, e, that ſo by this 
interchangeable dealing of God,no man ſhould 

be able to find out ofa bl what his after e- 

ſtate ſhall be inthis world, whether happy or 

elſe miterable, Again conſult that ot S. Part 

I Cor. 7, 31, where the world piderar bic allu- 

andall things int are compa- fiſſead Scenas, in 

red to a Scene ina Comedy, quibus aulaa 

which being changed on the momento compli- 
ſ\uddain,ſome new matter is pre= cata nowarn red- 

ſently preſented to the eyes of 471 faciem. 

the SpeRtarours, And S, James Calvin.iz locum, _— 
again to the ſame purpole cap. 4.verſ.13, & 14. 
Go to, &c, The ſpeech is ankns: as deriding — 
thoſe whothink all things here below vo be of a tm, Cra. 
ftanding nature : when as the wheel of all ſub- ny 
lunary things is ſs turning, that a man cannot ens 


tell what turn ſhall be on the morrow, That as Sen.Thy- | 


the Sc: iprure fayes of *$hebxa ., <R.TEag, Jo 
That God ſh je + mrn andtofſe Fic affine eft i= DO 
him like a Ball : ſo are all our- © F/aminum, © 
ward things turn'd andtoſs'd up cl m—_ 

and down by the Recker of T,/p Fe *prmm 

Gods Power, and Proyidence, jn Caps. Scen _ 
even asa man rackets a ball to ns 
& = my —_—_— to another, 

Secondly,I ſhall demonſtrate 
this by ſeverall inſtances, And _—_— 
here methinks1 could wiſh with foeculam, us t- 
S. Jerom,that I were nowinthe tius Orbis oFen- 
top of ſuch a Watch-tower,that derem ruijnas. 
I might difcover unto you the ru= Hieron, |, 2, 6 
ines and alterations of all things Hetiod, 

| in 


aTreatiſcof Viciſſitade. [5 


"1 The Birth of a Day, or, 
inthe world; from the beginning of the Creation 
to this day ; and preſent this lively to your eyes, 
which I am fain to do now only to your minds 
and underſtandings; that ſo I might be able to 
lay with che prophet DzvidsPlal. 46, $, Come 
and behold the works of the Lord, what __ 
tions, ſo what changes and alterations, he hath 
Kos wrought in the wo;la) For ene generations ſays 
ts ChePreacher, is paſſicg awav,and another comes : 
neither is there any thing here ſo fix'd, that it 
Ifa.s6.laft. can fay of it telf as the falſe Prophets did, Erit 
DES ficut hodies fic & cras, To morrow ſhall be with 
1, pv vo : 
me as thi day ; Since no man knows what a day 
may bring forth. Now this I ſhall hold out unto 
you in a threefold reſpe&, that ye may be the 
more affe&ed with it. 

Firſts in relation to Politick Eftatesand Go- 
vernments, 

Secondly, to continued Families, or Races 
of men that are lineally ſucceſſive for Name and 
Greatneſle. 

Thirdly, to particular Perſons, 

In all which if I be more hiſtoricall then o- 
therwilſe I would, ic mult be imputed to the pre- 
{ent SubjeRt, which 1s of that nature, andre- 
qures it of me. 

Firſt then I ſhall conſider ir in relation to 
Politick Eſtates and Governments: whether we 
conſider them either as drawn out in length in 
Monarchies; or elle as drawn up ſhort in Ci- 
ties, which are nothing elle but Empires epito« 
mm—__ or Republicks bound up in a lefſer yo- 

ume, | 
Lib. 4. de, Firſtthen I ſhall demonltratethis unto you in 
rep,c. 1, Monatchies, which Bodzze tells us are more du- 
| durable 


| a Treatiſe of Viciſſitude. 

durable then Popular States, becauſe lefle ſub= 

je& to be divided, ( Unity being the great Pre- 
ſeryer of all things: ) 2 
and yet have theſe hads pies, hora, momentum e- 
as the Moon, not only wrertendis dominationibus 
their increaſe and full ſufficit , que adamanii- 
light, bur alſo their wain nts credebanitur radicibus 
and changes, and this - «ſe fundate, Sir Walt, 
ſometimes in a moment, Rawl. preface out of Ca- 
That as in Muſick you ſaub. 
ſhall hear ſometimes a 
ftring tun'd up to its [tim potentia as high as 
it will bear, and preſently deprefled again to the 
lowelt Key, and another elevated, yet both of 
them breaching bur light aires and of ſhort 
continuance: So may you lee a Monarchy now 
wound up to the highe(t pitch of Happineſs, and 
by and by let down a- 
gain inte the loweſt 
depths of miſery, This is 
the Lords doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes. | 

And here I ſhall begin with thoſe Empires 
_ ” EE that were moſt famous among 
the reſt, 

For how foon was the Aſſjrian or Babylo- 
ian Monarchy {wallow*d-up by the Per/ianxhe 
Perſian by the Greek, or Macedonian Empire, 
andthe Greek by the Roman? which the Pro- 
| {va Daniel preſents unto us by the Gold, Silver, 

rafle and Iron whereof Nebuchadnezzars I* 
mage conlilted, Daz. 2, 32, The diflolution of 
one, as in naturall things, fo here, being [till che 
generation of another ; and 'again the erection 
ef che later being the deſtruRtion of the — 

Nt 


Regnorum initis, incres 
meaeum &> occaſus 2 Dee 
pendent. Phil, de Commi- 
nes lib, 7. 
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Tbe Birth of a Day, or 
be 0.0. And as for the Romane Monar- 
1-1 dhifg, Cchy,their own Hiſtorian can tell 
* us of that, how it had beth its 
Tmperiorum Infancy, Youth, Manhood, and 
nunc floret for= Oldage as it'were by turnes, As 
runa,zunc ſe- its Infancy under King s,its Youth 
weſcit, mine under Conſuls, its Manhood trom 
-— 1," the firſt Purich, warre unto the 
ws. 1. 2 time of Auguſtus Caſary and 
from that time usO!d age under the ſucceeding 
Emperours ; untill at length that fol1d Body 
was torn aſunder by che [{truglings of her own 
Children, into the Eaſtern and Weſtern Em- 
ires, whereof the former was ſoon eaten out 
Y the 7 zrks and Saracers, and the later allo 
tell away much after a little revolution of cime, 
by the falling off of divers Natiens trom her, 
each of which after they had pluck'd off their 
own feathers from the Roman Eagie, left her al- 
molt naked ; As the Franks and Burg undians 
in Fraxce, the Got hsin Spain, the Normans and 
Lombards in {taly, together with the Emgliſh 
and Scots in Britarz : untill at the laſt caſt che 
Roman Monarchy began a Iitle to recajl her 
ſelf into Germany, where ſhe hath held up fince 
little more then the bare name of the Empire, 
So that Viciflitude you ſee is the great Emprefle 


ofthe world, unto whoſe unſtay*'d dominion all. 


earthly Powers and Principalities muſt be ſub- 

JR, even thoſethat are of the firſt Magnitude, 

much more others that move in a lower Otbe, 
And of theſe I ſhall fingle out only three, 


which I conceive meſt eminent, to be 1nſtanced 


ig for this point. 
The fiuſt is J#dea, whole goyernment _ 
o® 


| a Treatiſe of Viciſſitude. SI 
Monarchically ſertled by God himſelf; yet how 3 ***7* 

oft did ſhe change her Lords and Mafte:'s, vield- Puts 
ing her ſelf asit were ſucceſſively fit to the Pa- 
bylaniany and after thatto the Ro2ns P:7ſians 
Saracen, E hriſtiany o£ g 1Pt1an,and now to the 
Turkiſh power ? That as the * Poet ſpake of * 91d. 
Troy, fuit Ilinms; lo may we of Ternu!alem, 
her Metropolrs, fait Flierofolyma, thar Feruſa- 
lem was, She was great amons the Nations, Or Lim, 1, tn 
Domina Gentinm, the Lady of rhe Nations, as 
the Vulgar Lt reads it. But now, Noz c ut 
lim, It hath not been with her for theſe many 
generations paſt 4s 1m forxzer days, ( ro ule Fab*s 
words in his twenty ninth chapter, ſ-cond and 
third verſes) when Goa preſerv/d her, when his 
Candle ſhined upon her head, an1 when by that 
liz ht ibe walk'd through dzrkneſſe ; but Servants Lam 5. 3. 
have ruled over her, aud there was none to deli- 
ver her out of thetr hands. Which is a good le- 
ture of Mutability to other Kingdomes and their 
Mother-cities. For Fernſalexzz was once a hol 
and happy city, and had been happy till, had 
ſhe but continued holy ; but that failing, How £94: 5 
zs her Gold become dimme, how ts her fine Gold 
chang*dinto Droſſe ! as ſhe complains her ſelf, 

The fecond Example ns as 
I produce here is Na- As Pertnax the Empe- 

6, rour was call'd Pila For. 

ples, which we may well , . um aud Ethni- 
call the Ball of Provi- Ry 7 


. C1 Fortunam, nos Chriſii= 
dence : Andindeed ſo it . ,,; providentiam appelle- 


was,being bandyedfrom mys, Aurel, Viet.Epicom, 

one Lord to another ten 

ſeverall times, before it came to lie ( as now it 

doth ) at the foot of Spain. For being a coun- 

trey at firſt diyerſly peopled, it was upon the di- 
| _ __O@.B-49. viſion 
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The Birth of a Day, or, 


viſion allotted to the Eaftera Emperours, but 
from them forc*d by the A/m24izsy and ſo ts the 
Greeks and Saracens, and then ſucceſſively hur- 
ried about to the Normans, Germans, Frenc!” 
Hungarians, Arragonoys, and fromthem to the 
Frenchagain till in the end the Spaniard eifed 
upon it : and whether it will continue long with 
him or no, is very uncertain ; eſpecially if we 

E \ remember how of late years a 
See —_— _ poor Fiſherman,(/Maſſinello by 
15g: * OE name) ſnatch*d up the reines of 
P : Government from;him & (had 
not God otherwiſe determined of that King= 
dome by infatuating that Muſhrome King, ) for 
ought we know, he might haye runne quite a- 
way with them, ſo ſlippery are all earthly King- 
domes! 

3, But not to look out any longer to other 
nations of Chr:i/teaome, ( methinks) we may 
inftance this beſt by reflefting upon our ſelves. 
For you all kaow (I fuppoie ) how the Romans, 
Saxons, Danes and Normans had each of them 
tietr leverall and alternate dayes of Lordſhip 
over this Nation ; but yet becauſe they did not 
know in thoſe their days the things that be- 
long'd unto their Peace, how do we ſee the ſha- 
dows of the itigtic ſtretched out upon them, their 
Sittis fet with us, 'and their daysſhut in ! 


Thie longeſt day we read of was that in Fo- 


ſadh*Stime, wherein though che Sun ftood ill 
in Gibeoy for the ſpace of a whole day, yet ſer it 


did ar laſt. RS 
Ms; | he gay the Komarns Was 
-—— oy gf. long upon our Horizon, for the 

: Sun ©: their proſperity —_ 
| ere 


a Treatiſe of Viciſſitade. 
here for the ſpace of four hundred years and 
more; Yet did icthengo down astous in this Na- 
tion, and Darkneſle here now doth lie upon it, 

Again, the day of the | 
Saxons continued five = oy —_—_— 
hundred years and up- roman Mu has 
wards;*That of theDazes 1. 2.08 20d Hardie 
two hundred fitry five © gue ” ; 
years or thereabouts. : 

And how long the day- of the Nor-2azs hath 
Jaſted every petty Almanick can tell us, I, and 
ifnone of thofe Suns come to riſe again within 
our Hemiſphere ( when the fins of this Nation 
are ripe, and call fer Gods fickle to cur them 
down )its beſide his ordinary rule, whichuſually 
runs out all humane thingsby a changeable cir- 
cumference;- for ſo So/ommoz tells us in his book 


of Eccleſiaſtes, That the Sun riſes, andthe Sun cup, . 
goes down,& haſteth to theplace where he aroſe. veil. 5. 


Neither is this all, that the Powers and Prin- 
cipalities on earth are upon a daily turn, but as 


the Primum Mobile( you know ) carries abour - 


the other Spheres ; ſo do theſe carry about many 
other changes and alterations with them: As 
that of Religion, Laws, Liberties, Sciences, Cu- 
ftoms and fuch like. Nay, even the Houfes of 
God, which before to violate was held a crime 
incxpiable, yer are they now upon fuch remoyes 
broken down” without 4. pathen therefort 


ſcruple; and the very 3a OY | 
| : perſcrive their Uras 
Urns ot the Dead, which chus, Diis manibus Sa- 


have been alwayes ;zum: And the Chrifti- 


look'd upen as facred ans ſet Deo Opt. Max. $45 
Cabinets to preſerve the cyum upon their Tombes 
bodies ot Gods Saints in and Graveſones, 
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for Eternity, yet are they now broken up, ant 


their Aſhes ch:own about ( tuchis the miterled-- 


neſle of all things here below ) even as the v1- 
icſt Du{tupon the face of the earth, 

Bejoved, it hath been everthus upon the 
conver{ton of ſuch great bodies, 
Bras ecteri cir 27d i isfolliit: For never was 
74; tyrbine ves. here any conveifion” in this 
ſavit, $en. in Land l:ke to thac qur eyes have 
1 by:K. ſeen of late; That if any one 
ſhould have flepr by tome few 
yea:s latft paſt 7 as the Ancients 


Res Deus ng- 


Ouinquagina 

ws wth - ; = | 

cvs dermiiſſe tain of Epimzerides ) and ſhould 
fingitur. have awaked again in theſe 


times; how would he wonder at 
thoſe flrange /1etamorphoſes that are now a- 
mong us, there being Nova rerum facies» A 
new tace of things boih in 
I heard .Mr Har- Chuch ard State ! Infomuch 
aing lay He fought ( ag Mr Harding fpake fome- 
tor Keme in Rome times of Roc, That he did 
ohne were guerere Roman in Roma, 
pology, 2. part Thar he did ſeek Rowe in 
—_ * Rome, and could not find it, ) 
: ſo may we lay now, That we 
may gquarere Anzliam in Angliaz That we 
may now ſeek for old Ezg/anud in our new 
Exolznd, and yet go without it, it is fo much 
chang'd from what it was before. 
Andas we have ſeen much ofthis already, ſo 
wao knows but we may come to ſee a great deal 


more hereafter > Since we know not what a | 


Day may bring forth. | 

_ decondiy,Neither is this true only in Empires 

and Monarchies, but allo in Cities and their 
> popular 


— pos IT 


| 
i 
? 


6. 


. Gauls , Humnnes » 
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popular Governments. Eriam ſummsis ncgatum 


eff arbibus ſtare din, fays the Moralift, And to geneca, 


this purpoſe tends that 
of the Authour to the Cai therefore ſayes Saint 
Hebrews, Heb. 13. 14, Avgufine , built a cli, 
We have here m9 aviding but Abel none,7Tuitas e- 
city, but we look for oze Ti OO PRs. 
to come, whoſe founda-. on 
tion is in the heavens, OP. 7 

There is then noCity on earth,nor any kind of 
Government 1n it that eyer ſtood vp jong in one 
poſture, none that ever was, or ſhailbe abiding. 
Paſſezeuptio Calneh and ſee, faies the Prophet, 
Amos 6. 2, and from hence go to Hemath the' 
Great, aud jo toGath sf the Philiſtins, So paſſe 
ye up to'Arhens, the eye of Greece tor Knows 
ledge and humane Literature, and ſees and from 
thence go to Roxexthe head of the Weltern Em- 
pirez and ſo come to Florence, the beauty of [- 
taly ; ( for I forbear to name more, Examples in 
this kinde being almoſt infinite ) in all which 


. you may read this truth at large, 


And firſt for Athezs: How many changes of 
Governours and Governments did ſhe endure ? 
putting her ſelf off from hereditary Kings to 
Archons, or Ariftocraticall Lords, whogovern'd 
firſt for terme of life, then decennially , and at- 
ter theſe to Democraticall Rulers, 


Next for Rome ; : 

By Brennus King of the Gauls 
now Rows hath- that 19 Mundi 3 562;By Alaricus 
city been alter*d by King of the Gorhs An. Chrift, 
419.By Genſericus King of the 
Goths and Vaudals ? Vandals 447. &c. = by the 

Yea-how oft hath Duke of Burbon An. 15 27.vide 
the Government of plurs in Bucholcer, chrono, 
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' ir been paſgd away from one hand to ano-: 
.. ther, | 


Ir. is mylktically repreſented to us Rev. 17, 3, 


by the Beaſt of ſeven heads, which 1s there in- 
- 1deo difta &H} Ro- 


terpreted by the ſeven Hills it 


ma arbs$epticollis, 
Godwin Ariq. Lb, 


x. 689, IL, thoſe Hills, to ſo many -ma- 


{ters did it ſubmit it ſelf, who 
- had their ſeverall turnes of ſu- 
Vide Tacit. & preme power and regiment 0- 


' Taitium biſt, ver her ; as Kings, Conſuls, Di- 


Ftators, Decemviri , [ribuntes, 
Emperons and Popes: under the 
Downb. de An- Jlaft of which I do not findthat 
rich. :b.1.6. 4. 1t was ever beſieged by any that 
: took it not; ſuch {irange cbbings 

hath that Sea had experience of ! 

Laſt of ali for £/orexce, It is ftrange to tell 
what various whirliags about that hath had in 
point of ſupreme rule and power, For at farſt 
the Nobility ruled it in an Arittocraticall way. 
B.r a little after ſome Grandees among the peo- 
ple wreſted it to themſelves 2 who being tired 
out with continual] quarrellings one with ano- 


_ ther. ( for the people were divided into three 


ranks ) the middie ſort of them took upen them 
the management of the State, And theſe alſo 
talling quickly together by the eares, the third 
and lowett fort became maſters of it. Which 
holding notleng by reaſon of their mutuall diſ- 

cords, they yield therafelves 
Vide Machiavils and the goyeramenc.of their 
Hiſt. of Bloxence, \City unto Charles of France, 

bxother to Lewrs the ninth; 


15 built upongto be Rowe: And 
according to the number of 


who | 
= 
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who within a ſhort. time being invited to . the 
Kingdome of Naples, and leaving only Depu- 


ties at Florence, the Florentines return to their 


Popular Government, and renew their civill 
warres among themſelves. For redrefle whereof 
they ſend for the Duke of Athens, andegiveup 
allco him, But ſhortly they ſuppoſing themſelves 


 IZ 


to be brought in bondage, 294 to be deſpoiled of _ 


their liberty by the fear of his guard, baniſh him 
the City, and within lefle then one years ſpace 
{hake off his government over. them, Afcer 


Which they come te an Ariſtocracie again, de- 


yiſing new Names and Officers for their Magi- 
ſtrates, and changing and rechanging them ſo 
oft, that ſometimes their State was no better or- 
der*d then if ic had beencommirted to mad men 
or children without diſcretion, the city ſcarce 
rwenty yeares together keeping the ſame forme 
of State : bur as fick men in feyers ( lays * Bodi- 
245 ) deſire to be remo- | 

vednow hicher, and by D uid refert quod alibi 
and by thicher, or from fitrjs eger, cum non ali» 
one bed to another, as if as, locumve mutirit , 


*Lib.4.de 
Rep.cap. I, 


the diſeaſe were in the cum non exuar agrivudi- 


places where they lay, nem? Lipfius de Conft. 
and not inthe intralls of Luocungue egrum tranſ- 
their own bodies; ſo faleris, ſecum morbum 
were the Florentines ſtill *rensferer. Sen. Bpiſt.17, 
turning their State, till 
they turnd it into the hands of the Medires, 
who now hold it, A thing almoſt incredible 
( ſays he) did not their own Recorder leaye it 
recordedtopoſterity, 
But in the ſecond place let us deſcend 
to Families or Races of men: that are h- 
| | B4 __neallyy 


T6 


T he Birth of a Day,or, 


neally ſucceſſive for Name and Greatnefle. 
And here let me asks where are thoſe Illuſtri- 
ous Families cried up ſo much in former times, 
and famous 1n their generations £ 

| As the Cou- 


Eight Maccabean Princes and Kings TA$10US Fami- 
ſwazd the ſceptre of Jewry ore after 1Y of the Mac- 
another : So alſo did eleven Prolemies cabees in Few- 
ia Agyp!, lll the Romans made 7y, and of the 
themſciues heires 10 it, : Prolemees int- 


LIYPE. 


The Zelzuccian Lixe or Family gave Again,where 
w.y to the Ogezian or O.roman Fq- 15 the Zelz,nc- 


' mily :hat now reigns: Sodid the Pa= C1an Family in 


lzologi after ſeven ſucceſſion'. the Jenner £- 
/ia, and the 


Imperiall Family of the Palzolog7 in Greece ? 


_ were 21 Kings of this line in 

rance one aſtcr another deſcended 

from Meroveu:, Theſe _— Pipe That of the 
pin the firſt of the ſecond race, whoſe Mcerov'gnans 
t:ne ended in Ludovicus the fifth,and in France? 
iben came in the Capets, the preſent 

King being the thi-tieth from Hugh 


C apet, aud of the F:ench bloud, 


Of the Plax 4 
The Name and Glory of the Planta. fagencts in Eng- 
geners was (wailew'd up of the Tas lands with ma- 
dors in Henry the ſeventh, who mar- ny more of this 
?x£d Elizabeth the Heir of the York- rank I might 
iſh Houſe, Heil. Geogr. name, did not 
the narow com- 

paſſe of ſo ſmall a Treatiſe bound me? 
Tell me, is not theName and Greatnefle of 


theſe Families long fince expired;the Roots and 


Branches 


% 
i 


ys 
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Branches of them quite remoy*d, and others 
. planted in their roomes? Examples of this fort 


are innumerable, as E/ihs ſaiesin Job : He 
breaks in pieces mighty men without number ; 


(ſo mighty Families wichout number ) azd ſzrs 


up others in their ſtead, | 

And as for ſuch Families as are of a lower 
forme, we need not go farre, fince our own 
knowledge here will lead us to continuall chan- 
gesand alterations, - 

For thou haſt ſeen it may be many Families 
heretofore in this Nation, brim full of earthly 
happinefle, and running over; and now upon 
thy ſecond yiew ofthem behold there isno ſuch 
thing, but they are much alter*d, and running 
very low in the world, it notclean run out, 

So that proſperity ( you ſee ) was neyer yet 
ſo entail'd upon any Family, and the Heirs 
thereof, but within a liale time ſome oneor 0- 
ther hach cut it off, 

Bur laſt of all, if we look upon particu- 
lar perſons, this will appear moſt evident ; but 
eſpecially it we confider them three wayes, In 
reipe&t of their many, EO and Eſtates, 

Gregory Nazianzen hath an ex- os 
eli faving of the twe former HO -4 
joyntly conlider'd, which 1s this; —— 
"Huvis T8 3d & Gwfe70t (overs, ANG x; s 
dvTiS8T01, x, MAG, 1) wwlv dvjeis* oud'ls £m1 mids 
nuktegs ol au]oi navapas mavorras, ENG X; GOUGTHS 
Kat xuy als def etovThs TE 3%) wilanimovres. io Cc. 
We are not mixt creatures only, but alſo contra- 
ry both to others and our ſelves: not continuing 
truly the ſamenonot ſo much as one day ; but 
both in regard of our bodies and minds 
- per- 


T7 


Job 34. 
2 44 


T3 


$encs bis 
pucri, 


Tr his E. 
Pit. , 
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perpetually flowing and perpetually changing, 

And we can inftance this in all the ſtages 
of our life, wherein by the ordinary courſe 
natures we are firſt weak, and then ftrong, an 
after weak again, As in our Childhood we are 
then: weak both in Body and Mind ; in our 
Youths ſtrong in Body and weak in Mind; and 
in our Manhoad ſtrong in both ; but in our Old 
age ſtrong in Mind and weak in Body; and 
in our Decrepit,weak again in beth,as we were 
in our Childhood at the firſt, | 


But to leaye this generall conſideration. of 


them, and to look upon them now more diſtint- 


ly and ſeverally by themſelyes, And firſt for 
the change of particular Perſons in regard of 
their Bodies, - 

And hereit 1strue of them what Sexeca af- 
firms» viz. That zo mar 7s the ſame to day, he 
was yeſterday : Egoipſe ( ſays he ) dum hec lo- 
quor mutari, mutatus ſum, Our Bodies ( ſays 
he) are like a River, which Keeps nothing buc 
the bare name that was firſt giyen it; for as 
touching the preſent individuall matter which 
is the watry ſubftance of it, this is alwayes 
trankent, and other comes into its room: And 
ſo ic is with the Body of man, whichis alwayes 
recciving in new air and life, and yenting the 
former, Which makes Davidprotefle of him- 
{elf chat he wastoſs'dup and down like the 10- 
cult; and fob compare man for his bodily fub- 
RKance to @ Flower that neyer continues 1n one 
tay, Job 14. 2- For now we are ſtrong, and 
by andby weak ; now beautifull, and preſent- 
ly deformed, A little Fit of the Feayer, Small 


Pox, or the like, alters us ſo, as if we were 
not 


Pur Als. 
= 


Foray. 
w 
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not the ſame men we were before;inſomuch that 
we hear ſome ſpeaking thus unto us, ---=- He# oyid. 
quantum mutatus ab ills) Alas, how hath this 
hc alter'd you from what you were in your 
health ! for how are your lips grown pallid, 
your cheeks diſcolour'd, your eyes ſunck into 
their hoies,and your face quite disfgur*d!And g- 
thers there be of our acquaintance that like | 
Jobs three friends do lift up their eyes afarre off, 39Þ *+ 22 
and know us not ; ſo much are we chang'd in 
reſpe& of our Bodies ! 

But ſecondly, Let us conſider it alſo in re- 
ſpe& of mens minds. 

And bere { to ſay 
nothing of a morall Rebus cunftis ine qui- 
change» which is. obyi- dan: velus Orbisgut quer- 
ous Every where ) 25 ON admodum rtempoeru vices, 
che one fide we find #** & Moram verian- 
nothing more notable * Tacic, Anna], lib.3, 
PDrinquennio Neronis , 
then the farſt five years of Nero's Reigne, and 
more excellentthen his Youth; Yet afterwads 
having well taſted the {ſweet 
morſell of Soycraignty, he be-- Bodin. de rep. 
came ( {ays one ) the moft de- lib. 4. cap. I. 
teſtable Tyrant that ever was: 
And ſo alſo of Herod the Great Philo ſays, 
that he reign's fix years as a good and juſt 
Prince, preſenting the Protafis of his Reign 
with a large Fringe of Goodneſſe about it ; ( as 
Joaz., Amezias, and Oxias did ) but as for 
che Cataſtrophe of it, that was very {ad and 
fearfull- Soon the other fide, we find Manaſ- 
Jeh and Paw! ſoaking the forepart of their 
lives in blood, being no better at fir{t then 


Nero 


/ 
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Nero was at the laſt,even a piece 
Lutum fanguine of clay temper*d with bloud ; 
commixtum. S$4- yet was their end like the end 
eton. in vits. of Davids good -man, The end 
of that man ispeace,Plal,27.37- 
 _ Butto wavetheſe, ( whereof much migit be 
ſaid, did it not quite [ye out of my road I am 
now in.) and to infilt only upon the changea- 
bleneſle that doth naturally adhere to the Mind 
of man. | 

Now te}! me, if any thing in the world may 
be faid to be more moveable then the Mind of 

man, 

Ic is a ſpirituall ſubſtance, and ſo is alwayes 
moving ( though inſenſibly ) from one thing 
unto another, never reſting , untill at laſt 
| like Noah's dove it be caken 
Talis eft mens cum into the Heavenly Ark. S, 
pennas 'acceverit. Chryſoſtome therefore com- 
Homil. 22. ad pares it to a Bird which flies 
Hebrzos. in a moment of time over 

mountains and hills, over ſeas 

and rocks, without any hindrance : for now 
it1s upon the lowelt Shrub, and preſently upon 
the higheſt branch of the talleſt Cedar 3 now 
upon heavenly, and within the twinkling of 
an eye upon earthly things ; now at Daz, and 
ina trice at Beerſheba; now at one part of tne 

: earth, and then at another; for ſometimes it 1s 

| 52-52 foring after Principalities and Powers, and ſpi- 

ritzzall Wickhedueſſes in high places, as the A- 

poltle ſpeaks, then after Riches, and by and by 

after Pleatures; now rejoycing, and then ſor- 
rowing 3 now quiered, and immediately trou- 

Died, and as ſoon pacified again; now ho- 

ping » 
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ping, and ſtraightway fearing thoſe hopes ; 
now loving, andthen hating what it loved be- 
fore: Sic omuia mutabilitati ſubjacent ( laies 
Saint Auguſtine.) Thus do all things he down ta his fe- 
uuder mutability | And _ __- CONOTOON 
it amazed Saint Bernard 1Uud ſupra medum flu. OY 
much to conſider how pendum, quod ſub coder 
in the ſame moment of momento contrarits affe- 
time his mind was not @ibus diftrabor; Bern. de 
only diyerſly, but like- #zter. dom.c.c4.ubi plura, 
wile contrarily affectcd, 
and asit were pull?d a pieces betwixt loye and 
hatred, joy and forrow, fear and hope, having 
as many yazsieties of afftetions within him) as 
there were diverſities of things in the world for 
them to light upon, 

So that you ſee how the ſeverall Paſſions of 
our Minds de in a breath,and with the turning 
of a hand Reere divers wayes, firſt looking 
ene way and then another, according as they 
are wheeled about with the motions of outward 
Contingencies, | 

Bur in the laſt place we ſhall adde unto the 
_ formerthe great changes that particular men are 
{ubje&t to in regard of 
their owrward Eſtates Habet ſuas vices conditio 
and Fortunes, For the mortaltum, ut edverſa ex 
condition of Mortals {ecundis, ex adverſss iti- 
(fays a heathen man ) dem ſecunda naſcantur , 
hath ics turnes and re- Plin. jun. iz his Pane« 
turnes, both of Proſpe- 87-fs Trajan, 
rity and Adverlity, | 

Thar as in a military skirmifſh there be ſome 
come upto diſcharge, while others fall off: ſo 
is it in the World's 14litia, 

One 


| Kceleſiiſt. 
cap. 4,vCr, 
14. 
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One there is thatis raiſ*d out of the Duſt te fir 
among Princes: whereas there is another that is 
flung down from the pinnacle of worldly joy 
and proſperity, and (tated, as Fob was, upon the 
Dunghill. And this doth the Preacher tell us 
among the reſt of choſe changes thar fell under 
his obſervation, 7 hat one comes ont of Priſon to 
reign, (as Queen Elizabeth did out of the Tow- 
er to the Throne-) whereas alſo there is hs that 

1s born in his Kingdome and be- 
"Erxay Bagh C07705 very poor ; (as our Hey- 
X11 pdg. x10, r7 the third was, while he lived 
ſomrtmes ontheChurchesAlms.) 
God hath appointed us(taith 
$r Walt, Ravwl.in one well ) all our partsco play, 
Pref. to bis hiſt, and hath not in their diftri- 
ef the wild. ution been etther ſpare-hand- 
ed.to the meaneft, nor yet 

partiall to the grearelt, 

He gave C4215 Atarmms at farlt the part of a 
Carpenters fonne , but afterwards the part of 
one that was ſeven times Conſul, So alfo 
Agat hocles the-part of a Potters ſon at the firſt, 
but afterwards of the King of Szc:/y, 

So allo on the other fade Darizs playd the 
part one while of the greateſt Emperonr, and 
another time of the moſt rmſerable Beggar, beg- 
ging but a liccle water to quench the drought of 
Death. And Bajazet playd the Grand Stgnior 
in the morning, but in the evening itood for 
Tamerlains foorſtool. 

And Jane Shore, Edward the fourths Minion, 
aRs now as Miſtrefle of a ftately Pallace, and 
a little after dies in a ditch for want of a houſe; 
and ( as he ſaid of /carus ) fo may _ of 

ol 


| 
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; her, that -=------- Nomina fecit aquis, ſhe gave 
| name to the place where ſhe died, it being call'd 
' from her Shore-ditchto thisday. 

But I forbear, ſince there is enough recorded 
for our uſe in the ſacred Scriptures to this purpoſe; 
where we find an example of the one in David, Pal, 78, 
who ſayes that God rook him from following '** 
the Ewes with young, and ſet him upon the 
Throne 3 there to feed ( as he ſays) Jacob his 

$ Peoples and Irael his inheritance. And to go 

' lower yet, not only from the ſheepfold, 1o 
he ſays Pſal. 113.7. and 8 yerſes; God takes 
the poor ent of the Duſt, and the needy out of 
the Danghill : That he may ſet him among 
Princes, even with the Princes 
of his people.” Now more vile Sterquilinie ah< 
and contemptible then the Duſt Jefior, Eraſm. 
wetread upon, which the leaſt Adag. peg. 110s 

| breath of wind comwands any 

\ way, orthen the worſt of duſt which is that 

ſ of the Danghill, we cannot be ; yet theſe 

' are they ( fays the Pſal/miſt) whom he fets 
among Princes, eyen wxh the Princes of his 
people, 

An example of the other 
we haye in Amrntivchus, Luxurient animi re- 

| 2 Mac, 9. 9, who was ſo bus plerumgue ſectn- 
filld with Pride through the 4#s, Ovid. {b.2, de 
ranknefle of his Proſperity, AF. Amandi, 
that he thought he might 
command the Sea, ( ſo proud was he, ſayes the 
Text, beyend the condition of man ) and fur- 
ther, that he could weigh the Mountains 1n 
a ballance, and reach up te the ftarres of 


| heaven: Yet by and by is his combe cut, - 
is 
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his Glory worm-caten, and none able to endure 
him for the filthinefle of his ſmell. 

Adde to this the example of Balthazar, Dan, 
5. 5. who was now carouſing in the conſecrated 
Veflels that Nebzchadnezaar his Grandfather 
had plundred the Temple of and Houle of God 
at 7ernſalew,as you may ice 2 Kings chap,laſt. 
But in the fame bour ( faies the Text ) came out 
the hand-writing of the wall againft hims and 
then was the Kings countenance chang *d, his 
thoughts troubled, the jointsof his loynes loof- 
ed,and his Kingdome given away to the /Medes 
and Perſians, 

Thus are we for outward things like ſo many 
Counters, which ftand one while for a pound, 
and another for a penny. 

Thatas we ice commonly in High-waves, 
where one man hath ſer his foot, another pre- 
ſently tollows him and treads it out again 3; lo is 

ic uſually, That if one man 
Nunc eger mbreni beat out an Honour or 
ſub nomize, nuper O- Fitate to himſelf, another 
fell; comes after and treads out 
Diftus, ſed nullipro- th; impieſſions and whoſe 
| 2 Sg it ſhall be next there is no 

wh : man knows, Nay Lucas 5 

[pja vices natura ſubit--=--= 
Even the whole courſe of nature runs about 
in a Circular motion 3 Our Bodies, Minds, and 
outward fejicities, whar{cever we are, or what- 
ſoever we haves are a:l lubje& to change in 
ſuch wiſe that we can have no aflurance of 
them, no not fora day, We know not what 2 
Day. may bring forth, 

And fo much for the demonſtration of ye 
crutng 


a Treatiſe of Viciſſitude, 
truth, viz, That there is ſuch a Viciſſicude, 


The next thing is the Efficient Cauſes of it, 
Por we never know | 
any thing throughly, Scire eft per cauſam 
( ſaysthe Philoſopher ) ſcire, Aiiſt, pbyſ. 2. 
untill we know the Cau- ©P-3+ 
ſes of it,- 

Now in ſpeaking to this, IT ſhall proceed 
fiirlt, negatively ; ſecondly. affirmatively, 

Firſt, Negatively, in ſhewing what have 


been thought to be the cauſes of all Changes 


and Alterations, yer are not ſo indeed, And 
here the Epicares and 

vulgar Heatnen have Sors omnia verſat , 
thought Fortune to be Virgil. Bucolic, Eg- 
the cauſe of them; And lop. 9. | 
they define it thus, to 

be Az Event of things wit hout Reaſon, 

Bur how unreaſon- &; eventum nulla cauſa- 
able it is to ſay that an rum COounexione produttz, 
Event-of things without caſum eſſe definias, nibil 
a Cauſe, ſhould be the omninocaſ# eſſe confirmoe 
Cauſe of all Events, Boer. de conſol. piles, 
judge ye. 4. 5.proſ.1, 

For it was only the 1gnorance of the true 
Cauſes that made the name of Fortune ; 
there being nothing fortuitous in it ſelf, but on- 
ly to us and our ignorance; fince the power and 
providence of God hath the ordering and diſ- 
poſing of all things here below. And this did 


the wiſer ſort among them confefle, as the Sa- 


tyriſt cells us. 


Nullum uumen abeſt fi ſit prudentia, ſed te 
Nos facimns Fortuna Diam=>o>--= 
Others 


Juvenal,\ 
Satyte 10, 


25 


WS 


| 
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Horat. 


Carm, Il, I 


Ode I 42 


Tbe Birth of a Day, or, 
Others again, as the 
Regilur fatts mortale re Stoicks, make Fate or 
ws, nec febi quifquam Deſtiny the cave of all 
ſpondere pore$i firmum cr Þ Alterations) which they 


Fabile, Sen, rrag, Ocav. {1y is An Event that ne- 


Non ille Deo wertiſſe li- ff. rily falls our from 

= x oops 2 certain inevitable or- 

cauſss. Sen.in ip. 

Fatum Sroicum aefintt der and connection of 
naturall Cauſcs, work=- 


Senec,Nece//u ater verum , ; 
omnium ca ipſum _ ing withoutthe will of 


aftimes emnes huic faro God, asthe ſupreme Or- 
ſubjicientem. vid. Lip, derer and Diſpoler of 
lib.x, de Conft.cap. 17.48, them, he beir:g ſubjeRed 
to them, and not they 
to him 2 whereby they take away the very na- 
ture of the Godhead, which 1s to be a moſt 
powerfull and free Agent, that works what, 
and -by what means it pleaſes; all ſcconda- 
ry cauſes depending upon that, and that upon 
None. | 
But enough of theſe; For I muſt remember 
my {elf that I am now ſpeaking to ChriStrans, 
who acknowledge the Divine Providence in 
all things; and therefore ſhall ſpeak no more 
oftheſc Negative and ſuppoſed Cauſes, but ſhall 
now give you the true Efficient Cauſes of them 
by way of Affirmation, | 

And here know that Logicians tell usof two 

Efficient Cauſes; Principall. and lefle Princi- 
pall: And this is twofold, Impulſtye and In- 
{trumentall. 

Firft then, the Principall Caufe of all Chan- 
es and Alterations is God ; for ſo faid the 
eathen man, | 

m__mnaanoanenns 77771 M12) 
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p Antare, © inſignem attenuat Deas, 
| Obſcura promens —————— 

But why borrow I weapons from the Phiti- 
ſtins forge, when as there is enough for this 
that may bedrawn out of Gods Armory of the 
Scriptures? as P/al, 75, the 6, and 7, verſes : 
Promotion,\ aies the Prephets comes neither from 
the Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, nor from the South 3 
but God 1s the Fudge, heputs down ones and ſets 

F #Þ another. So allo Job 34. verl, 29. When he 
gives Brietneſſe, who can make Trouble > and 
when he hides his face, who can behold him; 
whether it be done ( ſaies Elihu ) againſt a 
zation, or againſt a particular man only ? Again 
Amos 5, 8. He makes the Seven Starres and 
Orion,and tarnes the (hadow of Death into the 
morning - The Lord ts his Name, 

The Oratour expreſ- 


ſes this well, by compa- _ Kt hominum membra nul- 


) ring Gods omnipotency 1g contentione mente ipſa 
to the power of the foul ac voluntate moventur : 


oyer the members of the Sic divino numine moven« 
body, which upon the tur «4 mutentur omnig, 
leaſt intimation of the Tully 4b. 5, de mare 
| mind do turn and moye DPeorum, 
| about with all facility, 
| Now God( ſaies he ) is the ſole mind of the 
Univerſe, andhath all parts and parcells chere- 
of at his beck and pleaſure, to be tura'd into a- 
j ny ſhape or form at his dilpoſall, : 
Nay, itisno diſhonour for God to caſt the 
eye of his providence upon the alteration even 
of the meaneſt things : for who zs like, ſayes the | 
Pſalmiſt; to the Lord our Gods who hath his pc. 1134 
dwelling on high, and x nes himſelf " => VEreS, &e 
2 0 


The Birth of a Day, cr, : 
hold the thinss in Heaven and Earth > Not on- 
lyto behol4 rhe things in Heaven, whichis a 
great condeicenfion to him, whom the Heaven 
and the Heavenof Heavens cannot contain; but 
alſo the thines in Earth. Now how unworthy 
theſe are of his raking notice of, you may 1ee by 
thote diminutive expreſſions of them compared 
with Gods greatnefle, /[a. 40. 15, where the 
Prophet ſaies, Behold, the Nations are but as the 
dropof a Bucket, and are counted as the ſmall 
duſt of the Ballance; Behold, he rakes up the 
Iſles as a very little thing. And it this be not 
low enough for themhe ſayes turthers verſe 17. 
That a1! Nations before him are as nothing, and 
are counted to him as leſſe thea nothing. Now 
look whata wide difference there is betwixt the 
Sea and a Bucker of water, vea the Drop of a 
Bucket ; or betwixt a heap of duſt, and the ſmall 
duſt of che baliance 3 betwixt very great and 
very little ; betwixc all things and nothing at 
all, yea lefle then nothing, ( if lefle could be :) 
10 valt isch- dilproportion betwixt God and a!l 
Nations, which are the greateſ[t among all earth- 
iv things, And yet for all this, is God pleaſ'd 
to farie to extenuate his own Greatneſle, and to 
take off from it, as to look after them, and run 
them aboutin their ſeyerall ages from one poinc 
unto another, 

And it you , would have: this truth to be 
made out further unto you, our Saviour doth 
ic /Aatt, 10. 29, by two leverall inſtances. 

The one is of two Sparrews, which are lit- 
tle birds and of ſmall yalue ; but the Greek 
yet runs it more diminutively, Diminutivum 2 
«lvoe pr9iatwo little ſparrows; pus. p 

ail 


——_— 


—W_” 


a Treatiſe of Viciſſitudee 29 
and ſo they mult needs be, for they were ſold 
both even for @ Farthing, and this is price lictle 
enough, Yetthe Arobick makes it lefie, and 
hath for it Phals, which is the leatt piece or mo- 
ney that caribe 3 and acco- dingy expicitcs the 
two Mites ſpoken of Mark 12.42. { waich 
make both but one Farthing ) by P-alſain in 
the duall number, as a 
late and learned Expo- Dr, Hammond iz 
ficor notes, locum. 

The other is of the 
Haires Upon Our Heads, Our haires are things 
being 4 kind of Excre- fligbred even to a pro- 
ment belonging to our yerb, Ne pili facio 
bodies,& no inteerall or Eraſm, Adag. ſub locg 
neceflitous part of thems commun. contemptus 
(as theHeart,Hands and = wilitatis, 
Feetare; ) and yet he 
tells us that God numbers theſ2, and takes ſuch a 
particular account of them, that not one of 
_ fal;'s to the ground without his diſpo- 
all. | 
In the viſion of the Wheels we read of a Ez Te 
wheel within a wheel. Now the whect with- '* 
1n is the wheel of GoJls Providence,hat turns 
about the wheels of all outward things, be 
they never ſo lowand mean. For as God doth 
not labour in doing the greateſt things, lo ne1- 
ther doth he diſdains ether to do or viido the 


| : | all and Treat. (fa; 
leaſt; but as he ade the (;all and great, ((aies Wiſd, 6, 


the book of [dome \ fo alſo doth he care for ,, 
both alike. The Potter having power -Oyer his 
Clay, either to make of it a veſſel of honour or 39m 
diſhonour, and being made; either to preſer2 it * 
11 that form and being he hath beſtowed upon 
C42 ifs 
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Pliny nar, 
Hiſt, 


Gel. 3. 
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it, or elſe to deform and deſtroy it, fince it is e- 
quitable that every one ſhould do with his own 
as he pleaſes, Nay, as he ſaies of the gnat, that 
Nuſquam potentior natura quam in minimis 3 
So may we ſay, that God doth no wayes ad- 
yance his Power and Wiſdome more, then in 
ordering of the leaſt accidents tobe diſpoſed of 
to his Glory- andthe goodof his Children, And 

ſo much for the PrincipallEfficient cauſe, 
, The /efſe Principall follows ; which ( as I 

_ is either [mpalſive or Inftramentall, 
ow the Impalſive cauſe of all Changes and 
Alterations is the finne of man. This uſher'd 
them in at the firſt, and fo it doth ſtill. For be- 
fore Adam finned, he injoyed a Paradiſe of con- 
anc and uninterrupted happineſſe ; but ſe ſoon 
as he fins againſt God, then follows a great 
changepreſently: Forthe Earth all fruicfull be- 
fore, now becomes barren, himſelf ſubje& to la- 
bour, his wife to travail and ſorrow, and both 
to cares and troubles, to weaknefle and di{- 
ſolution, And ſo it is alſo with Nations and 
Kingdomes, If they be chang'd at any time, 
fnne 1s the cauſe of it; and the greater their 
f120e 1s, the greater uſually is their change, 
Great innings are the floud-gatesto let ingreat 
Alterations upon them, For it is not a bare 
finning in a Nation, ( frem which there 1s 
nore that could eyer plead exemption, ) 
but a finning in ſome high meajure, that is an 
in-let to Changes in the higheft kind, Which 
made David ſay Pſal, 107, 34, That a fruit- 


full land ts turn'd into barrenneſſe for the wic- 


keaneſſe of thoſe that dwell therein, which the 
yugar Latine reads Propter malitiam, 7, e, _ 
NE 
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the malicions wickedneſſe of thoſe that dwell 
therein 3 which notes a fin of a high nature, viz. 
{uch a one as1s perſiſted in both againſt Know- 
ledge &Conſcience-And 

therefore it is a good ob- Muſculus in locum, Hu- 
ſeryation which 4- Juſmodt Muldtiones terra= 
ſculus hath upon the 748 non 0b id tantum fie 
& words; Theſe ſtrange — gy r gw I 
<«c i » ord 
5 A ms terrarum orbe) ſed quod 


<« domes, are net for the TT. 

<« finaing of them, (from 

« which no Nation can be free) but for their ma- 
« ljcious finning. And this you may ſee further in 
Feruſalem, Ezek. 21, where we read of a ve- 
ry great Judgement that ſhould befall her from 
the Babyloniany viz, Utter Deſtrutions expreſ- 
ſed by the threefold Overturn wherewith God 
threatens her verſ, 27, And verſ. 24. he laies 
down the Impulfiye cauſe that moy'd him to it; 
and this is an impudent and ſhamelefle fin- 
ning againſt God: for they did not commit 
their finne in a corners as thoſe that were a- 
ſham'd of it, but (brazen-faced Wretches as 
they were ) they declar'd their finne as Sodom 
and diſcoyer'd it openly in the face of the ſun: 
and this they did roo not only 1n one or two 
particular afts, but generally, ſays the Text» 
in all their doings. 

Now there is ſome hope of a modeftt and 
baſhfull, but none at all of a ſhamelefle and 
obdurate Sinner. Thus the Father, when his 
Sonne hathdene amiſle, | 
yet ishe wellperſwaded Erubuit, ſalva ves eff. Te- 
of his amendment) if he rent.infHeautone. 
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but ſee him-once bluſh upon his reproving of 
him. But when like J-dah,he hath once a whores 
forchead,and refules to be aſhamed; chen doth 
he give him over as a lottchilds and not to bere- 
cover'd. 

So that from hence we ſee, that in what place 
ſoever we findſ{uch a Turn, ſuch an Everſion as 
this, whereail js turns! upſide down) there hath 
been withourqueltion ſome great Aver /zo a Cre- 
atore ad Creaturamy lome great (inning againſt 
God (as the Schoolmen call it,) Which was the 
reafonthat whentheE-7/:{þ were(now upon their 
Car quitting of Fraxce, in Hemxry the 
m—_—_ th dayes ) demanded of the 
in dcſcript, of Els Cn 
os reach by way of derition, when 

they would make their return thi- 
ther; ic was feelingly anſwered by one of our 
nation thus, When your ſnaes are greater then 
ours, | 
Itis finne then that ruines particular Perſons 
that ſubverts Families, that periods Kingdomes, 
that wacels abouc Governments, that overturns 
Szates, that disjoints Common weales) and ſa yes 
untothem asto the proud waves, 7 hs farre ye 
ſhall go, and no further. | | 

And ſo I have done with the Impulfive 
Caule, and come next to the Inſtrumentall cau- 
les» or means which God uſes in effeCting his 
Changes here; and they are two, 

Thefirſt is the Motion and Influences of the 
Celeſtiall Bodies. 

Andthis will the better appears if we conſider 
their forcible workings upon the Mind of man, 
For though they cannot work immediately 
upon 1t, becauſe it is immateriall ; yet y 
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they, and do work mediate!y upon it, as by the 
Body, which is the Inſtrument of the Soul to 
work by, and the Caſe wherein it is put up 
here for a time ; and ſo make it either weil or 
ill affected, according to the Bodies preſent 
temper. By which m2ans ir comes to paſle 
many times, that not only the diſpoſitions of 
particular men, but alſo of whole multitudes 
colleRed together in a politick body, are much 
alter'd and chang'd, either ro Labour or - Sloth, 
to Peace or Diſquiet, to good or evill aCtings, 
according as they are inclin*d by the motions of 
the Heavenly Bodies, 

And that theſe Celeſtiall Bodies have their 
encrgy upon all Sublunary things, is plain, 

Firit, by Scripture ; as F9% 38. 33, wherethe 
Lord ſpeaks thus to Fob, Know'/t thou the or- 
dinances of Heaven? and canſt thou ſet the 
dominion thereof in the Earth ? which implies» 

I. That the Heavens have power and dom1- 
nion in the Earth, | 

2. That this power 
of theirs is ſet them from Aiira regunt bomines, ſed 
Gods ordinance and ap- Yrgit Afira Deus. 
pointment, | 

Secondly, by the conſtant Obſervation and 
Experience of all Ages. Bodinus the French 11 lib. 4, 
Lawyer ſpeaks well to this point; Many erre = 4 
( {ayes he) greatly, who think the influence of *** ©* 
the Celeſtiall Spheres ro be nothing» whenas 
their ſtrength hath eyer been moſt effectual,as in 
Sacred Writ jsto be ſeen: & he cites the 3 $.chap. 
of ob before mentioned to provethe ſame.Ad- 
ding further,that many ancientWriters have no- 
ted the great changes inCities & Kingdomes ” 


34 


The Birth of a Day, or, 
the ag ay of theſuperiour Planets, but to 
them only where they haye been deputed of 
God tg/ that end and purpoſe. And that they 
have heen inſtrumentall towards the working 
of ſuch eftets, he ſhewes by an induction 
of ſome particular inſtances; As that before the 
tranſlation of the Romar Soyeraignty unto Cea- 
ſar, there was a great conjuntion of the ſu- 
periour Planets met tegether in Scorpro : which 
fell out again ſeven hundred yeares after, when 
the Arabian Legions receiy'd the law of Mas 
homet, rebell'd againſt the Greek Emperours, 
& ſubdued the Eaſtern A/ia from the Chriſtians, 


The ſame alſo came about again anno Chri- © 


ft; 1464. after which Ladamachas King of the 
7 artars was by his Snbjects thruſt out of the 
Chair of Soyeralgnty , 

third driven out of Huz- 


D wi volt, in eodem cas $4ry by Matthias C or- 
pite plura legat. vinus, Who from a pri-= 


ſoner {tepr up to the 
Royall Throne, &c, 


and Friderick the 


Alf edius { vir andequaque And Alſtedins tells 


dofins ) ait conjunitionen 
Sarurni @ Jovis jy Ariete 
{ ignee iriplicitatis freno ) 
Anno Chrifi; 1642, novi 4a- 
licuſus imperii revolutionem 
portendere ; cujus effetum 
veriſimile eſt, nos in auperis 
ab co txmpore motibus & mu« 
tationibus in Angliz nofira, 
ſatis ſupergz vidiſſe, necdum 
midemus terminari, Nunt, 
Prophetic, pag. 34. 


us, that the Conjun- 
tion of Saturn and 
Fapiter in February 
1642,did foretell and 
portend the reyoluti- 
tion of ſome new Em= 
pire and Government 
to fall out after it in 
Exrope. The effe& 
whereof in part (its 
like ) we have ſeen 
in this nation alrea- 

dy, 


, 
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dy, and may live ( it God o diſpoſe of us) to 
{ce further of it yet in time to come, 

Bur to paſle this» and to come to that daily 
and uſuall courſe of Gods proceedings with us 
in the world, Here methinks there ſhould be 
few), ( though of ordinary capacities among us) 
but ( if we be a little obſerving ) may ſee this 
truth made goed by the eye of our own expe- 
rience, Which tells us that the earth is either 
fruitfull or barreng and che air either wholſome 
or infectious, ſuicably to that mealur and 
manner of influence they receive from them, 

And therefore when God will at any time 


bring about ſome great change in the world, 


it is then eaſy to ſee how: uſually he fits his 
inferiour meansgaccording to their ſeverall na- 
tures, for the orderly tranſa@ing of it in thoſe 
ftations wherein he hath ſet them. As when 
he will turn a fcuitfull land into barrennefle, 
and again, 2 barren land into fruitfulnefle, 
( which he promi('d his own peoples Hof, 2. 
21, ) there hetelis thema in what order he will 
work it; J will hear ( ſays he) the Hea- 
vers, and they (hall hear the Earth, and they 
ſhall hear Jezreel, For this is a ſure rule, 
That the ſupreme cauſe of all doth not take a- 
way the natures and workings of ſecondary 
cauſes, but rather eſtabliſh them : which is the 
reaſon of that ſpeech of God to Job in the 
ordinary revolution of the times and ſeaſons of 
the year, Job 38. 31. Carſft thou bind the ſweet 
influences of the Pleiades and looſe the bonds of 

Orion ? 
Now the Pleiades are thoſe we commonly 
call the Seven Starresxthat have their influence 
ON 
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on the earthby producing ſweet ſhowres to the 
opening and refreſhing of it, about the Spring 
of the year, and 07797 1s a Conftellation moſt 
conſpicuous in the Winter ſeaſon, as having 2 
commiſſionary power to bind up the earth with 
Frofts, Agains c4zſ# thou bring forth MaZzza- 
; roth ir his ſeaſon ; 1+ & 
thetwelys Signes ſuccel- 
lively after one ano- 
eft hic nojlrum tracFare 4c- therz ) or gride Arctu- 
curatins: tantum dicemus Tus with his Sons? (1-6. 
id quod locus bic peſtulat, the Polar ſtarre, as ſome 
167 ab alio quam Deo vim will haye it, with thole 
lam Bicllis pluviam & zones minores that Wait 
frigus generand? datam. yyon him ; or Pootesy as 
Sand, in Job. others, Ic is not then {o 

| much the Earth» as the 
Heavens that give us either fruit, or withhold 
it ; they being the firſt ordinary means, where- 
by God uſes to work out alterations in ſubluna- 
ry things. 

The ſecond Inſtrumentall cauſe of theſe 
ſtrange Viciſitudes here belows is the Will of 
Man ; For though it have not a liberty to ſpi- 
rituall, yet all grant ir a liberty ro externall acts, 
and moiall goodnefle, And this Liberty of mans 
will doth God uſe as an under-wheel to curn a- 
bout molt of thoſe Alterations that are in the 
world. 

It is true, that health and ficknefle, peace and 
watrre»plenty and ſcarcity, riches and poverty) 
proceed from God as the principall Efficient 
cauſe; but yet for all this we deny not but that 
God makes uſe both of our ſelves and others) as 


to the means of bringing them about. The w_ 
0 


Dnid de his Rellis ſubtili- 
us dicant Aﬀfronom?, non 
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of Joſeph was checquer*d with variety of acci- 
dents ; for he is now a Slayeto the [{m2aeltesy 
and by and by a Prince in e/E2ypt. Now theſe 
although they proceeded from God asthe Au- 
thour, yet was the will of his Brethren» asthe 
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will of Reabex and Jrdah, the inſtruments of Gen, c. 37. 


preſerving his life, and the wills of his other 
Brethren the meanes of felling him into eA- 
SIPFo 
Now becauſe it is the | 

N acure of Inftruments Taftrumentum ni? 2 pritt- 
to be ſubſeryient to the CcipalieAgente motum, on 
Principall Agent, and 9feratur, Aquin, 3, pare. 
co be determin'd by ir; $99mR q#ell, 62.Art 4, 
therefore give me leave 

here by the way to taſten this exhortation upon 
you, That in all Changes whatſoever you will 
look beyond the In{truments of them, unto 
God the Principall Agent. For fo did Fob in 


his lofles, beyond the plundring Chald-ans and 


Sabeans, unto Dominus ab[tulit, The Lord hath 


2, 


givergand the Lord bath taken away ; looking Job *+ 27: 


upon them as we uſe todo upon an [zdex, tan- 
tuminordine ad Librum, only in order to the 
Book it ſelf, er iz tranſit ad Den, in his pal- 
ſage unto God, who ſets them awork, as to 
their naturall Fa wang and faculties, though 
to the eyill of them no otherwiſe, then by or- 
dering and oyereruling it to the good of his 
Children, And hence it is that the wicked are 
call'd Gods Sword, as inthe 17 Pſalm verſe 13, 
Deliver my ſoul ( ſaies David ) from the wic= 
ked which is thy Sword, And fo muſt we in all 
thoſe Lofles that befall us here, have in our eye 
not ſo much the Sword, as the Hand that holds 

Its 
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it 5which will be one means,and a good one toos 
to bring us teDavids calm temper inthe3g. Pſa. 
19. who ſaies inthe like condition, That he was 
dumbs and did 10t open his mouth, nor let fall an 
impatient word in it, becauſe it was Gods doing : 
And therefore when 46:(ha: would haye taken 
away Shime:'s Iife for curſing of David, Nos 
( ſayes he ) Let him alone, fuſſit ents Domings, 
tor the Lord hath bidden him curſe; who then 
(hall ſay, Wherefore haſt thou done ſo > g. d, 
W ho then dare expoſtulate with God, or call 
him to account about it, as if he were unrigh- 
ceous in it; fince eyill men are but Swords 
in Gods hand, who, when he hath once done 
his work by them) will either put them up again 
into his Scabbard, and lay them by, or elte fo 
blunt the edge of their power, that it ſhall not 
Cut, or elſe break them a pieces, andchrow them 
quite away? And to mucn for the Efficient 
Caules of Viciflitudes, 


Next I ſhall ſpeak tothe Ends, or Finall Cau- 
ſes of them, 

And theſe are either Ex parte Dei, or No- 
{?7:;InreſpeRof God, or our ſelves, 

Firſt, In reſpeR of God; and o the Princi- 
paJl End why God rings ſuch Changes upon 
all earthly things, and will have them diſpoſed 
of after fo yarious a manner, is to make them 
by it the more tunable co his own Glory, which 
by this meanes is exceedingly magnify *d, and 
adyanc'd: but eſpecially in the Attributes of his | 
Power, Truths Wiſdome and Goodneſfle, | 

I. Inhis Power and Omnipotency : that ſo 
he may let the world know: that the Finger - 

is 
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his Power is inalltranſa&ions ; and that he can 
do whatſoever he will, both in heaven and earth, 
and yet changes not, : 

For why elſe did God work lo many mira- 
culous Changes in e/£gypt by the hand of 
Moſes ? 

Why turn'd he Moſes Rod into a Serpent, 
and the </Egyptian Waters into Bloud ? 

Why their Duſt into Lice and Flies, and 
their Light inte Darkneſle for the ſpace of three 
dayestogether ? 

Why elſe created he a new generation of 
Frogs and Locuſts among them > 

Why unheard of diſeaſes upon themſelyes 
and upon their catcell ? 

Why deſtroyed he their Herbs and Fruit-trees 
with Hail, and their Fift-born with untimely 
death > | 

In a word, Why cauſ'd he the Red-ſca wo 
go out of its naturall courſe and chanell, 
whereby it became a wall to the ſraeiztes, and 
a grave tothe e/Egyptrans ? 

Did not God all this to make known the 
glory of his powerzinthe preſeryation of the one 
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2nd deſtruction of the other? Yes; For this as. 
cauſe ( ſayes God to Moſes) I have raiſed®* *© 


thee up, to ſhew in thee my powery. and that 
2) name may be declared in all the earth. 

2, Headyancesa)lſo his Glory this way, by 
manifeſting his Truth and Faithfulneſs : in that 
thoſe things which are accidentall in regard of 
us, and ſcem as impoſſible , yet are they ex- 
actly brought to paſſe in their due times and 
ſeaſons, As inthe bringing of the [/rae/ites out 
of Egypt, wherein God was full as good as bis 


word, 
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word, and kept touch with them to a day in 
their Deliverance ; as you may lee Exod. 12.41. 


where we read, That it came to paſſeinthe end 


of four handred and thirty years, even the ſelf- 
ſame day it came to paſſe, that all the hoſts of 
the Lord went ont of the land of K&,-ypr, All 
Phariok*s oppoſitions ard tergiverſations could 
not prorogue their Bondage fo much as one day 
beyond the time prefix*'d of God, but ſerv'd 
only to fill up that [zter:m7, or void ſpace of 
time beiwixt Gods Promiſe made to Abraham 
and his pertormance of it, 

And it you ask by what intervalls of time 
the truth of this promiſe 
came about ſo punu- 
ally, Divines will tell 
you, That from Abra- 
haz.”s receiving of the promiſes unto the birth 
of 1{aac, were five and twenty years; fixty 
frem thence to 7acebs birth 3 and to his death 
{ which tell out preſently upon their entrance 
into Agypr ) a bund:icd and thirty yeares, Afﬀeer 
which unto the death of Levi,who was H/timns 
Patriarch4ram, the laſt of the Patriarchs that 
{urvived, and in which ſpace the [Iſraelites were 
kindly entreated for Joſcph*s ſakes were ninety 
tour yeais; and a hundred and one and twenty 
wore of cruell Bondagey untill Moſes came to 
deliver them from it 1n the reign of Pharaoh 
Cexcres, ; ; 

All which particulars being gathered up to- 
gether, do make up the complete ſumme of 
four hundred and thirty yeares, and may lerve 
to juſtify God in all his ſayings, and to clear 
his truth 1n the leaſt circumſtance and ra 
il10 


Vide uuper vimads 411no- 
tationes in Gen, 15,13. 
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&ilio of time , when it ſhall come to be 
judged, | 

| For when once Gods appointed time is 


' come to introduce a change, either for better 


or werſe, among any people, then ſhall eve- 
ry breath of wind, how crofle ſoever 1t ſeems 
to blow at the preſent, yet be 1o farre from 
hindering Gods work init, as that one way 
or other you ſhall find it in the ſeque], to 
conttibute its help and afliſtance to it, 

2. God advances alſo his Glory this way, 
in the manifeſtation of his Wiſldome and 
Goodneſle ; in that he makesa 1weet har- 
mony of ſo many different cords and chan- 
ges, and frames a moſt admirable Order out 
of a ſeeming Diſorder and Contufion, 

Many and diverſe are the qvalities of 
Herbs, yet if a skilfull Simpler hath the mix- 
ing of them, he knows how to make of them 
a well-reliſh'd and wholſome Sallade : So, 
many were the interchangeable paſſages that 
happen'd to Foſeph; and had we the ſame, 
ir may be we ſhould think them very confu- 
ſed ones ; but yet let the Wiſdome and Good- 
nefle of God bur lay them rogether, and we 
ſhall preſently find, as Foſeph did, the cloſe 
of them-allin a ſweet d:apaſor. 

For though all things, asto us, are float- 


| Ing up and down, to and again, by chance as. 


it were and accident; Tj Jeet 8 
Tis Tpeyoias Td'yie % & tivnma, 1&y G.Nzzian, 
dud Tay aveyrior idevn, fayes Gre- I Inveft in 


gory Nazianzen ; yetif we look Jvlianum. 
to the 'order and appointment of 
D 


Gods 
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Geds Providence, ( which doth alwayes moſt | 
wiſely contrive all events for the good of his / 
Children, ) they are fixt and ſtable, howbeit | 
they may ſeem to go contrary at the 
preſent, . 7 
And of Gods dealing inthis kind we have 
Job an eminent example; who is to day 
the greateſt man for Wealth and Honour in 
all the Eaſt, ( and a tabler of this his Great- 
nefle you may lee in his nine and twentieth 
chapier, which I deſire you to read over at ) 
your leiſure, ) wherein you ſhall find a 
whole ſeries of worldly Proſperity to wait 
upon him 3 ) yet to morrow he 1s poor, even 
Chap, 30.40 a by-word and proverb, As poor as Job: 
inſomuch as he ſpends all the next chapter in 
bemoaning his ſuddain change, beginning it 
wicha xt; which though a ſmall monoſyl- 
lable, yet as the Helme of a Ship turns a- 
bout the veſſel any way, ſo doth this But _ 
turn abouc Job and all his former Honour } 
and Protperity, into the exireme(t contempt 
Job 3o, and adverfity, But now, 1ayes he, they that 
vaſe 1, are younger then I have me in deriſion,wheſe 
fathers 1 would have diſdained to have ſet 
with the dogs of my Flock; and ending it (| 
with this dolefull accenty verſe laſt, werſa 
eft cithara mea in lultum, CT organum in v0- 
cem flextium; My harp us turned into monr- 
ningy and my organ into the voice of thoſe 
that weep, | | 
Yet ail is well ( we ſay ) chatgads well; | 
and ſoit. was with Job, which makes Saint {| 
James ſay, by way of ſupport unto Gods 
] people 


fa 
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people in their affliftions, Te have heard of James 
the patience of Job, and have ſeen the end of * 
the Lord; i.e. what good end God gave 
him in ir ; for the next day God brings a 
great. deal of Light out ofthis Darkneſlſe, by 
a wiſe and gracious diſpoſing of all that e- 

vill co him forche beſt, in giving him twice Jo> lai, 
as much as he had at the firſts and bleſſing "©?" 
his later end more then his beginning, 

Sothart although for a time all thoſe ſad 
Changes that befell Job, ſeem'd even to 
crofſe the ordinary courſe of Gods care and 
Providence to him 3 yet in the conclufion you 
ſee how his Wiſedome and Goodnefſe cut 
them ajl out, and made them {ſerye to his 
greater Honour and Abundance, 

And ſo much for the Ends or Finall Cau 
{es inreſpect of God, 

They follow now in reſpe& of our ſelves. 

And theſe are two : firſt ro confirm our 
Faith ; ſecondly to reform our lives, and to 
work out by them good to his leryants. 

Firſt» ro cenfirm our Faith. 

And ſoGod brings many times great Chan- 

'ges into the world, to try, if amidſt thole 
{hakings of outward things among us, we 
willbe ſhaken in our Faith, or not. That as 
the Apoltle ſpeakes of herefies x Cor. It. 
19, Opertet eſſe Hereſes, There mnt be He- 
refies among yon, that they which are appro- 
ved may be made manifeſt; fo ſay 1, Oportet 
c fe mutationes, There muſt he Changes: and 
theſe not ſo much in reſpe& of the chings 
themes, which are 1n their own natures 

D 2 liable 
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Pſal.9, 17. 


The Birth of a Day, or, 

liable to alteration and diſſolution; as in re- 
ſpe& of Gods end in it, that they which are 
approved and fincere in the faith, may be 
manifeſted to be 1o, by their conſtancy and 
perſeverance in ic, That as there is a necel- 
fity of Fire to try Golds whether it be true 
orelſe counterfeit ; ſo alſo is there a neceſ- 
firy of Changes : for by theſe it will appear, 
whether we will meature our Religion by 
outward things, and in the lofle or enjoy- 
ment of them be loſt in our Proteſtant 
Faith, yea or no, 

There is nothing, Beloved, more diſcovers 
the Hypocrite then his [ngeninm verſatile, 


( as Livyſaidot Cato ) then his turning hu- 
mour in Religion : for 


Plurarch feizns Theſpe- which I do not lay he 
fus returning from Hell, ſhall be plagued In 
and telling (among other Hell, by being whee!'d 
things he ſaw there infli- about there continual- 
fed onevillmen ) that ly wichout any rela xa- 
hypocrites were there pu- tions ( though that may 
niſhed by turning up and ſeem a puniſhment 
down continually, Plut, fomewhat ſuitable to 
De bis qui ſero puxiun- 1; Weathercock-diſ- 
5g 203. poſition here upon 

earth; ) no, Hoc 1:i- 
mrs Ethnicum, This is too heatheniſh : bur 
rather with the Prophet Davids That he ſhall 


turn into Hell with all thoſe that forget God, . 


which-isthat portion of Hypocrites mention'd 
by our Saviour at. 24. laſt, : 
For if an Apple be rotten at the coare, 1. 


WIll not hold long uponthe Trees but hy” o_ 
# | ea 
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leaſt Wind will fall from it, And fo 
ir is with the rotten - hearted Hypocrite 3 if 
a little croſſe wind do but blow up- 
on him oh how ſoon doth he fall off from 
the tree of Life, and become a wind-tall in 
his Religion, for the Devil that old Serpenc 
to prey upon! | 
| Every Cock-boat ( you know ) will bear 
up well enough in a calm ſea : but that 1s a. 
ſtout Veſlell that can live in L 
the molt troubled water, And jd. Cyprian de 
too too many there were in lapſirz, & Fox 
the Primitive times thats like Martyr. p.1362. 
Dr Pendleton in Queen Ma- 
ries dayesboaſted much of their Conſtancy 
in the Orthodox Faith during Conſtantines 
dayes, fo long as God hedg'd about his V1ne- 
yard with Peace and Proſperity ; but ſo ſoon | 
aSthat Hedge was broken down, and erro- pajm 8. 
neous yea hereticall DoErines were let 1n 12. 2nd 13 
like ſo many Beaſts of prey to deyoure, v5. 
then how quickly. did theſe prove Turncoats) 
and Apoſtates from the Faith ! 

Bur as for the true Chriſtian, he is like a 
Rock -=---mediis immotus in undis: That al- 
though the waves are alwaies ſwelling againft 
him, yet is he the ſame man ill in his Re- 
formed Religion, and wavers not: or elſe 
like that Houſe builc upon the Rocks a- Mt #57. 
gainſt which the Flouds came, and the Winds 
blew, but it fell not, becauſe it was built up-. 
on a Rock, 

And ſuch a well-built houſe was Saint Ba- 

1, 4vho being threarned with death by YVs- 
+ RS 4 leys, 


Virgil, 
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2 Cor. x, 
lalte 
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{ens if he would not adviſe further and turn 
Arrian, an{wer*d with 
Sem. bift. lib.6.c.16. this brave reſolution, 
Tx boc mibi confilio now © I need not any fur- 
cf opus : nam idem qui © ther advice then I 
jam ſum, cras etiam fu= *haye taken already 
Furs ſum. & about this matcer ; for 
| *to morrow I ſhall be 
© the ſame man thatTI am to day therein, 
* and no other. | 
And here know that ſome things are of Ne- 
ceflity, wherein we cannot but change, as in 
naturall, civill and morall chings, and co 
change in theſe is only humanc. 
Others again are of Duty: andcheſc eicher 
prohibiced, or enjoyn'd, 
t. Prohibiced, as in evill and erroneous 
things: and to change here is pious and di- 


vine ; -and not to change, cicher Weakneile 


or Obſtinacy, 

2, Enjoyn'd, as in ſacred and religious : 
and to change here is impious and Dia- 
bolicall 3 and not to change, true Chriſtian 
Fortitude and Conſtancy. 

Whatſoever things we ſee then wheeling 
about in the world, as Governments, Fami- 
lies and the like, nay howſfoever we may 
change our ſelves or be chang'd in ſomethings 
of an indifferent nature, by thoſe that have 
dominionover our Bodies and Eftates; yet is 
there no man that hath dominion over our 
Faith * But this 1s Gods peculiar, and there- 
fore in this we mult not change. 

Ic is not with ſaving Truchs as mY 

Wit 
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with Clothes, which alter eyery year as the 


faſhion doth : for the falhion of the world paſ- x John 
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ſes away(ſayes Saint Fohz;) buttrue Religion 2, 27, 
isever in faſhion with good men and al- 


ters not, 


And herein we may jultly take occaſion to 
bewail the uniteadinefſe of ſome in theſe 
times, who are mere Scepricks inReligion, 
alwayes conceiving ſome new Opinions in 
it5: and alwayes in pain till they be deli- 


verd of their new conceptions) though never 


lo monſtrous and deformed, 


That which was 
truth with them yelter- 
day, is no ſuch thing 
ro day 3 and what is 
lo to day 1s other- 
wiſe to morrow 3 ſuch 
Changelings there be 
in this laſt Age, who 
like che Moon do ne- 
ver appear the ſame 
two dayes together ! 
«< And Iwould to God, 
F© ſayes Saint Ambroſe, 
© that their change 
& were no worle then 
< that of the Moon 
<« for ſhe returns a- 
& 94210 within a little 
<« time to her full light, 
& bur theſe neyer 


The Magdeburgenſes tcll 
us Cenc,4.c,11 that ſuch 
was Euſtathius Biſhop of 
$Sebalte, who Was one day 


' for the Homoulian, and 


another for the Homoiu- 
fan Confeſſion, accor- 
din;ly as they ſuited bel 


with his preſent turn, 


Atque utinam vel fic mu- 
tentur: Hac enim cito ad 
plenitudinem ſum redit, 
hi vero nec (ero conver= 
tuntur, Prmbroſ, Pro va- 
rijs actionihus £onc.4q. in 
Tom. 5. 


And he is blind that ſees not this among 
us ( namely ) how ſome turn every day to 
D 4 Popi(h 


4.8 


Galat.3.1, 


2 Pcr.!.1, 
Heb* 11,1, 
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Popiſh Superſtition, but more to Anabaptiſti- 


eall Fancies; ſome unto Socinian Blalphe- 


mies, but moſt unto Arheiſticall Notions , 
and all into Sentuality ; this being che Com- 
mon Sewer 1nto which all the former run, 
and are ultimately reſolved. 

Bur as Saint Paz! {aid to his Galathians, fo 
do Ito ſuch, O fooliſh Galathians, who hath 
bewich'd you we” you _ not obey the & g- 
| el? Anditis a metaphor, 
— Dp rs ones from Sorcerers » 

; who uſetocaſt a miſt before 
the peoples eyes, that ſothey may not take 
a right yiew ot what is preſented to them: As 


ifhe hadſaid, Who hath caſt a miſt before 


the eyes of your underſtandings, to make that 
appear unto you for truth which indeedis not? 
W hat > Are ye ſo fooliſh, thar having begun 
#21 the ſpirit, ye will be perfetted inthe fleſh ? 
So, Are ye 1o fooliſh, that having begun in 
truth, ye will end in falſhood ? or can ye 
be lo ſfimple, as to exchange Gold for Dirt, 
Wheat tor Chafte, and your pretious Faith, 
as Saint Peter calls-it, which is the ſubltance 
of things hoped for, for Errours of all fortss 
and mere — G. Truth > Lows not, 
Ws or it Errour( as our Kzzg/ 
= pero . Divine ſaid well ) have = 
> F'&+'37* adyantage, it conſiſts in No- 


velty: orif Truth any, it confitts in Cone» - 


{tancy. 

Was the Do&trine then of the Reformed 
Churches, and the Harmony of our Confeſ- 
f1ons grounded upon evident and pregnant 
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Scriptures, maintain*d by the Orthodox and 
primitive Fathers, and conveyed to us by the 
conſtant tradition of the univerſall Church, 
the Faith of Chriſt once deliver'd to the 
Saints) and the Truth of God yelterday ? 
why, ſoit isto day, and will be to morrow 
alſo. And therefore to day in our profeſſion of 
it we mult be as yeſterday, and to mor- 
row as this day : becauſe as God is the ſame 
yelterday, to dayandforeyer ; fo allo isthe 
Truth of God, That 
which was once fo, Yeritas Dei una ſemper= , 
will be {o alwayes, que (13 ſemilis : Ts Pr a- 
and cannot be other- ft. ed Harm. Confel, 
wiſe, | 

Oh that we would then be exhorted in 
the Apoſtles words, To ſtand faſt in the xpher. 
Faith, to quit our ſelves like meny and be 44+ 
ſtrong : and not to be 
as children, toſsd to 
and fro, and carried a= 


b | FL . 
if D 7, th _ at - tes ſummas & imas (em- 

ourine per commutat, Pareus in 
as men in underſtand= locum, 


ings ſtedtaSt and im- 
moveable; that ſo God may have cauſeto glo- 
ry on our behalf, as he didon obs, Haſt thox jy a5, 


Heb, I þ 's, 


TEEPEES ever, Metd- 
phore a rota, que Motu 


continu circumatta par- " Cr 
I4., 23s 


con/ider'd ((ayes God to Sathan ) my ſervant 
Job? So, haſt thou confider'd ſuch a ſervant 
of mine ? Seelt thou to how many changes 
I have {ubjecred him? to changes in his Chil- 
dren, to changes in his Eſtate, to changes in 
his Liberty, to changes in his Friends and 
Acquaintance ? Nay, {ceſt theu how many 
0 
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of his Brethren are chang'd of late, from a fe- 
briſh diftemper before, now into a ſleepy le- 
thargy ? Seelt thou how indifterent they are 
for their religion round about him, and how 
many ſhaken reeds 

Nec iratum colere defti- there are onevery fide 
fit tumen, Sen. ad Marc. of him ? And yet for 
Cap, 13. all this, as. my ſer- 
vant fob did, fo doth 

he {till hold his integrity. Butenough of this, 
Secondly, Gods end allo in it 1s, To re- 


form our livzs, and do us good by this ſo va- 


r10us diſpentations to- 
Huic affineeft illud Amos Wards us. Hence we 
9. V. 9. ubi duo conſide- Ttead ſa, 30, 28. of a 
randa ; wel purgatum fieve of yanity, where- 
frumextum } ſordibus, in God ſayes he will 
vel exagitatum 2 cri- (ift the Nations, and 


. brante, dum ab uno cri=- ſhake them to and fro 


br1 latere in alterum pro- gne after another, that 
pellitur. San. in /ocum. (, 1. may Wwinnow 
them - from that Chaffe 
of finne that 1s within them, For why was 
Atoab at eaſe from his youth > why ſettled he 
zepon his lees, and held (Uill his corrmpt taſte ? 
bur becauſe he was neyer difquieted, nor 
emptied from veſſel to oofeh Jer- 48. 11, 
Thus a ſedentary life we find very ſubject 
to Diſeaſes ; and a long ſtanding Profperit 
co a Nation, 1s hike a ſtanding Pool, whoſe 
water doth ſoon puddle and purrify, And 
chis 18 the reaſon of that ſpeech of David 
Pial. 55,19, Becanſethey have no Changes 


therefore they fear nat God ; making by it the 


Ul- 
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uncheckt proſperity of worldly men a great 
occaſion of their continuance inſinne,and ſo 
an /ngex of Gods Wrath vpon them, rather 
then of his ſpeciall Favour :o chem, 

And therefore now we have ſeen the An- 
gel of God moving. the waters of chis Church 
and State by inteſtine Warre, new Opinions 
tn Religion, by Sects, diviſions and the like ; 
It will be —_ for us to meditate» how God 
hereby intends to purge us from that (infull 
filth that adheres to us as our diſreſpe&t to 
Gods Miniſters, and contempt of his Word, 
our Cruelty and Oppreſſion, . our Price and 
Security, our Worldly-mindedneſle and Hy- 
pocrilie. 

Indeed men, who are the inſtruments of 
them, may have other ends in ſuch Alterati- 
ons, as to wreak their own ſpleen upon their 
adverfaries,tounhorſe others, and get them- 
ielves into the ſaddle either of Profic or Pre- 
ferment; ( That as Demetrires the Silver- 
{ſmith ſaid, + get our garnes by thrs means; 
ſo ſay they, We get our Honours and E- 
ſtates by theſe means, for it che wateis had 
not been troubled, we had cacch*d nothing ; ) 
or Elſe to ſatisfy their own corrupt wills and 


As 
I9925. 


pleaſures; as the Authour to the Hebrews 


ſayes of earthly parents» That they chaſten,,, . 
their children after their own pleaſure, but Ms We 
God who isthe ſupreme Agent, he doth it for 


| our profit, and not his own ; there being no 


ends of gold and filver, no mere will or re- 
Venge in his endy but only our profit, and p,,,_ 


to take away the droſle from the filyers Gat 2.5. 4a 
0 
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fo he may bring forth ( to ule Solomnr's 
Prov. 25. expreflion ) a Vas eleftum a choſen Veſlel, 
AQs9. 15,425 S, Paul was, and fic for the Finer, 


Thus the Scripture tells us of Foſeph, 
how he was paſs'd over from his bre- 
thren to the [ſmaelites, and from them to 
Potiphar.; and his brethren had one end 
in it, bur God another : for they did it for 

Eenelaſt, eyil againſt himz( as he tells them himſelf) 

ver. 7% and to get twenty Pieces by the ſale of 
him ; but as for God , he meant it to 
_ for good , and to ſaye much people 
alive. 


And fo alſo was Chriſt the Amitype of 
Foſeph, thruſt ( as we ſay ) from poſt to 
pillar, viz. from Judas to Caiaphas, from 

' him to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod, from 
Herod back again to Pilate, and then in- 
to the hands of the clamorous and unrea- 
ſonable multitude to be crucified: and J«- 
das had one end in Chriſt's death, but 
God another, The «end bf Judas in it 

Mat 24,9, WAS tOfilyer his bagge with thirty Pieces 
bur Gods. end was to fatisfy his own Ju- 
ftice, and to ſave mankind by Its 


So that let mens finfull ends in theſe 
Changes and Alterations be what they 
will yet is Gods end in it the gaining 
of glory to himſelf, by his taking away 
that finne and corruption which he ſees 
contracted in us by a long Randing fecu- 

rity, 


—_ 
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rity, And if theſe changes cf his be not 
as 2 gentle fire to purify us, they ſhall be 
as 2 conſuming fire to deſtroy us. 
And ſo much for the Efficieat and Fi- 
nall cautes of Viciflitudes, 


The Uſes follow; And they are three. 
Firſt, To take us of from our greedy 


defire of worldly things. 


Secondly ,- To unpride us in a proſpe- 
rous condition. 

Thirdly » To comfort and ſupport us in 
an afflicted one, 


And to this purpoſe there is a good ſay- 
ing of /farcus Aurelins Antoninns the 
mw of all che Heathen Emperours, which 
is this, 

<« Meditate ( ſayes he ) with thy ſelf how 
« {wifcly all rhings 
<« that ſubliſt are car- | 
«© ried away : for both Inbis Meditat, tranſ- 


_ &the ſubſtances them- lated by Merric Caſgu- 


& ſelyes are in a con- Þonlib. 5, cap. 1g, 

& tinuall flux, and all 

& actions in a perpe- 

© tuall changes yea the cauſes of them al- 
« ſoſubjeR to a thouſand alterations, nei- 
« ther is there any thing that can be ſaid 
&« to be ſettled or at a ſtand. 


« And from hence he draws this inference: 
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Hſe x. 


Hotat, 
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& Art thou not then unwiſe, who for theſe 
« things art either diſtracted with cares , 
<« puff'd up too much with pride » or de- 


6 j*cted with troubles ? 


And it may put many of us Chriſtians 
to the bluſh, whe ſfeidome make fo good 
ule of it as this Heathen did, though we 
have a farre clearer light then he had to 
guide Us TO 1t. 


Firſt chen, the conſi- 

Cceration. of this point, 

Brevis cf & caduea hbu= vis, The great Vi- 
Jus ſecul; gloria ; igitur cilitude and Incon- 
deſpice tranfitoria, ut conſtancy of all earth= 
habeas aterns. Bzn.lib. ly things, may ſerve 
de mud, viveud.Serm.8, ty wean our hearts 
from the pleaſing teat 


of tnis World, and 


to raiſe them up to that place where on- 


by fixed good is found. 


Here we are all too apt with the rich 
fool to ſet down our reſts, when ( God 
knows ) we have littleor no cauſe {oto do. 
Ne fois enims ah neſcrs ſerus quid veſper ferat; 
Sirce we do not know what the mid- 
wifey of this evening, nay lefle of this 
hour, or moment may help to bring forth. 


It may be a chanee of our Eftates in- 
to Beegery by Fire, Thieves, andthe like; 
or elle of our Liberty into Thraidome ; or 


of 


\ td ms 
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of our Health into Sicknefle ; all theſe ſuc- 
ceſſively wheeling about, untill at laſt 
our great change come from Life to Death, 
and {wallow UP the reſt, as the ſea doth 
the waters that fall into it- 


Alas! here we are ſubje&t to a thouw-, 


ſand caſualties ; but in Heaven, there 


there we ſhall meet 
with no ſuch altera- 
tions; for that is a Baoiacia doxawv]0-, 
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Kingdome that cannot eA Kingdome 1hat z5 not 141, 
be ſhaken as earthly floating up and down, 12, 28, 


Kingdomes are, either #5 earthly Kingdomes 


by warre, factions, — wr ſea of this 
all-eating time, or the - with every tem 


like, No; but there 

is Peace without War, 

Quier without Trou- 

ble > Freedome without Thraldome, Day 

without Night, Health withour Sickneſle, 

and Life without Death : whereas here it 

is farre otherwiſe 3 

for God takes away 

one it may be, with mHune necat febribus , 

a Feyer, another with lum opprimit doloribus; 

the Sword» as S, 4#u- hunc flammis, illum gla- 

2uſtine reckons them dio, &'c. Auguſtin, in 

up. Nay, ke cuts off 2 Solltog, 

the (pirits of Princes 

( ſayes the Pſ[almiſt; ) 

which Janizs and Tremelins tranſlate by 

Vindemiat, i.e, he ſlips them off as a Vin= 

tager doth a Bunch of Grapes rom 2 
| ICcc5 


Pſal. 76, 
VET, I2, 
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Tree, itis ſo quickly done, Even the high- 
elt enterprizes that the greateſt Magnifico's 
of the earth undertake, God doth but blow 
«pon them a little with the breath of his 
difpleature, and how ſoon are they bla- 
ſted and ſhrink away to nothing ! 


- _ An example of this we have 
Juſtin, bit, in Yerxes, who went againſt 
De 2s Grcece with a million of men, 

and as many ſhips as cover'd 

the Helleſpont ; as if he would have fſub- 

dued the Sea, have put a: hook into her 

Jaws, and have led her away in triumph : 

yer how ſoon was his 

| over-bold pride daſh*d 

Vuem dies vidit weni- in pieces by a hand- 

ens ſuperbum, Hunc dies tal} of Greeks! One 

vidit fugiens jacentem, 14 the' ſame day ſaw 

Sen. trag. in Thyet, þ; bath happy and 

67, 3. miſerable; uſking him 

as a tender and in- 

dulgent Mother in the 

mornings but in the evening as a cruell 
and hard Stepdame, | 


Oh the folly then of thoſe that lye al- 
wayes ſucking at theſe earthly flowers 5 
which are as various in their ſhapes, - as 
ever Proteus was, and conſtant in nothing 
fave in their inconſtancy / 


It was the ſaying of Maximilian the 


ſecond, That every year of our life "rs 
| cli- 


— 


—_—_—_— 
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climaRericall year, and brought with it 
ſome great change or other, 


And if eyery year be ſo changeable, 
what fools then are they that joyn land 
to land, and houſe to houſe, that they 
may dwell alene in the earth! yea what 
mean great men to "oe! ic ſo much 1n their 
Babels here below , 


ced 
and out of Da : 4 D uid quod ultra imites 
defire of gain tO mM yronrium ſalis avarus, 


out of their own parum locuples continet- 

chanels, and to call ** 7ipa ? Horat, lib, 2, 
E , Ode If. 

their lands by their 

own names? For they 


that do thus , declare plainly that they 
think themſelves to en- 


Joy a ſettled eſtate 

. > Puaſe aut nunquam ef- 
here on earth, as if ſent rr Fey &. 4 
they ſhould never ſee tam caleftem non expe= 


a change, or at leaſt arent, Bellarm, libs 
did not for the pre- % Cs 
ſent look for in hea- 

yen a better and more enduring ſubſtance» 


as the Authour to the Hebrews ſpeaks, 


Heb, FI 34, 


And yet as the Prophet /ſaiah com- 
E plainss 


Pfizt. 
49: I3e 
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plains, fo may we, Vnrs credidit anditar 


it zoftro 2 whe hath believed our report? or to 


whom is this truth of God revealed 2 For 
ic is ftrange to fee how few- among us do 
believe this, that beth in our perſons and 
cftates we are {o changeable, 

But *&:s # their way, ſayes David, this 
ts their fooliſhneſſe, 


: For how ſoon did Galba ſtare 
_ _ aſide from the Empire , Deg#u- 
= Jour Imperium, taſting it only, 
as Jonathan . did the Honey 


with the end of his Spear | How ſoon 


was Haman chang'd from the Minion|of 
the Coeur, to be the hang-by of the world! 


Again, how ſoon was Nebuchadnezzar 
chang'd , eyen from a man to a Beaſt; 
and Herod from the higheſt of men, to 


be meat even for the loweſt of Reptiles ? 
And the proſperity 


Sir Walt. Rawl. Pref, ec p:-1L+4 the third 


eo the worlds hiſt. © - 
Oſtenditur tantum, 708 WAS IO ort ( ays our 


poſidetur 3 & dum ple- incomparable hiſtori- 
__ erenfe 3 Sen, Epiſtle an ) that it took 
Li0og . 

2nd ere himſelf could 


wcell look over it, 
There 
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There is not any thing then that we can 
call conſtant here on earth ; which makes 
the Authour to the Hebrews, ſpeaking of 
Abraham, ſay , That 
he look: for 4 Lity Bellarm. z! eodem loco. 


having foundations : Pere civites celeflis pro- 
LIpon which one gives Prie fundamentum h4- 


5 us thisnore ; Thar the ae: 
Heavenly City can en- 
ly be faid to have properly a Founda- 
| tion » whereas thoſe Cities that are on 
earth, do ſhow plainly by their daily 


ruines that they have no fire foundationto 
reſt upon. 


Oh let this be a means to take off the 
wheels of our Aﬀe&tiens from their eager 
purſuit ater earthly things and ſet them * 
, upon things aboye, where the moth can- Pg 
y zot come at them, nor thieves breah through y, v9, 
= to ſteal, And let us look to that charge 
4 of the Apoſtle, z Tim, 6, 17. Charge 
thoſe that are rich in the world, that they 
truſt not in uncertgin Riches ; or rather in 
riches which are Uncertainty it ſelf in the 
abltract ; ( for ſo the Greek runs it, #8 ” 
«Mi]s &dnabmls. 7, co 1 uncertainty of 
> | TAS]s « A\yAom]e, e oa _ n Ranks) 


he 1 1 
——__ 
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Prov. © 


B3.5- 


Pla!. 
62, 10, 


4 Col, 
poſt Tr10, 


PAI, 115, 
36, 
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Riches, ) And that we may in no wile 
doubt of this their uncertainty, the Wile 
man -prefixes a note of certainty befote this 
uncertainty, Certainly, ( ſays he) Riches 
make themſelves wings, and fly away as 
an Eagle towards heaven: as it he ſhould 
have ſaid, Certainly Riches) and all world- 
ly things are as uncertain as a Bird that is 
upon the wing : and therefore we muft 
not ſet our hearts upon them; but our dai- 
ly prayer and pra&@tice muſt be, So to paſſe 
through things temporall, that ſo we do 
not looſe thoſe things that are eternall : 
or elſe with David let us beſcech God to 
incline our hearts unto his Teſtimonies, and 
zot to Covetonuſneſſe, Now this inclining 
our hearts unto Gods Teſtimonies, is no- 
thing elle but that holy and penitentiall 
change of heart and life, or elſe that turn- 
ing unto God with all our hearts, which 
God calls for at our hands» and expects 
from us in all js changes, whether per- 
ſonal! or elſe nationall, which it he find 
In us, then let what changes ſoever fall, 
they ſhall all work together for our good: 
but if not, we mult then look to be as a 


2 rowling 
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rowling ſtone > and to have our daily 


turns and changes in this life from one de- 
gree of miſery to another, untill at Jaſt we 
turn into Hell, as David ſpeaks, with all 
thoſe that forget God. 


Secondly, The con- 
fideration of this point memo confidat nimi= 
may” be a good an_ wm ſecnndis, rota! - 
tidote againſt Pride in m—_ oa Then. 
a proſperous Conditi- 
on, ſince God hath fo 
ordered the Web of our lives, as that Ad- 
yerfity as well as Proſperity is interwo- 
yen in it: For there 
is nothing that ſwels ter tw- 
us up ſo much aspro” yefattague corda ſe- 
ſpering here in world- endis, Silius 1. 
ly things; and nothing 
again that is more effecuall tro aſlwage 
this ſwelling in us, then to conſider the 
brevity and mutability ir is ſubje& to. 


Now it-{wells us up with a high opini- 
on either of our own Goodnefle above 0- 
thers, or elſe of our own Greatneſle. 


I, Qur proſpering in worldly things 
EM EL {wels 


G1 


Hſe 2. 
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ſwels us up with a high opinion of our own. 


Goodneſle aboye others; as 


I, It makes us think our felyes the o0n- 
ly good men in Gods eye, becauſe we 


are proſperous in the worlds ; whereas in- 
deed, this can be no certain rule to mea- 


ſure out any ſuch thing by, (ince the world 
and the proſperity of it is ſo yariable and 
UNCErtain- 


And therefore, when at any time God 
{nall water us more then others with the 
lower ſprings of his earthly Bleſſings, we 
are not therefore to have an overweening 


conceit of our ſelyes, and our own cauſes» + 


aboye others, (as if God upon this ground 
had tyed his ſpeciall love either to us, or 
them: ) For you know that when Ged 
. 23m. c. Would chuſe a King for T1ſrael, he choſe 
z6-yer{,8,him not by outward and periſhing excel- 
9, and JO, : . 
lencies> for then he would haye choſen in 
the room of Saul, Eliabsy Aminadab, or 


Shammah, who were the three elder bro» 
thers of David, and men of goodly per= 


{onages to look upon 3 ye: God choſe none 
of theſe, ( ſayes the Text) but David the 


youngedt of them, though not ſo ouard- 
Y, 


Ih —— 


« — —c — 


a Treatiſe of Vicsſſtnde: 
Iy, yet inwardly glorious, veing 2 man af- 
ter his own heatt- 


Ic is the chief argument the Tzr&s uſe ar 
this day, to proye themfelyes the only 
MMuſſelmen, or true belieyers; We thrive 
( fay they ) and proſper in che world; for 
how hath eur fahometan([me over-run all 
Afa, Afric;, and the greater part of Ex- 
rope too! And do not they among uw 
then reaſon more like Tzxrks cher Chri- 
ftians, who ſpeak after this manner, Come» 
ſee how we bear down all before us, and 
ride upon the backs of the poor in triumph ! 
Thus, and chus do we proſper in the world, 


and do even what we liſt; and is no. this 


an evident figne we are Gods children, and 
that the right end of the ftaff is ours? Sure, 
if we were other then Gods peculiar people, 
he would not blefſe us fo much as he 
doth. 


But to thefe I anfwer, That theſe and 
ſuch like are only Bona Scabell;, ( as Di- 
vines diſtinguiſh well our of thar- place of 
Tſaiah, ) and not Bona Throxi, the goods 


of Gods Footftoo!, { buc earthen ware, © 
E 4 
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and not the good things of his Throne, 
which are Grace and Glory; and therefore 
can ſet upon us only an earthly mark for 
men here to take notice of us, but not any 
heavenly cognizance for God to look upon 
us, as npon his dear and elect children. For 
elſe it would eaſily follows That the A/- 
choran were better then the B:b/e, and the 
Turks fancy better then our Faith of Chr:- 


STHanity, 


And were there ho other fignall place of 


Scripture for this, then that of the Pro- 
phet David in his 


Conſule EccleGaltes 7, 73: Pſalm, ( as in- 
verſ. 15.See Eccleſia= deed there are very 


| Kees chap. 8, verſ. 14, many;) this alone 


M h « e It. 

_ "a 2. 25 ( methinks) were e- 

Remember how this mnough to impreſle this 

zm thy life received a5 , trith upon us» 

thy good things, & | - h 

E In where he ſpeaks of 
{ome that are not in 


trouble like other men, but pride compaſ- 
ſeth them about as a chain» violence co» 
vers them as a garment, their eyes ſtand 
out with* fatneſle, and they have more 


then their heaxt can wiſh ; 3 yet theſe 
( layes 


— a 


OO rn—— — 
,” "= 


— 
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(ſayes he) verl, 12, are the ungodly who 
proſper in the world. And the Prophet 
Feremy makes bold to , queſtion with God 
about 1t, in theſe words, Fer. 12, 1.and 2. 
veries: Wherefore, ſayes he, doth the wice= 
ked proſper ? and why are all they in 
wealth that rebelliouſly tranſyreſſe?> and 
he reſts ſatisfied with this, verſ. 2. That 
God did by that proſperity of cheirs fatten 
them as ſheep to the ſlaughter, and pre- 
pare them for the day of deſtrution, And 
this is that proſperity of fools chat the 
Wiſe man ſpeaks of » which will deſtroy 
them, Prov, 1. 32, 


It is -not then our thriving in Tempo- 
ralls, but in Spiritualls, that ſpeaks us and 
our Faith to be accepted of God, 


For the truth of Grace or Religion, and 


the goodnefle of a mans cauſe, is not mea- 
{ured by the Souldiers Sword, bur by the Word 


'of God, which is the Sword of the Spirir, 


God Saints no 
"IE q Ethnitus Deum fic loquet- 
Dan 1or ns g900% remindacit : Ifti quos pro 
ly perſonage, for felieibus aſpicitis, þ non 
his riches, for his 9*4 #urrunr, ſed que 14- 
politick 
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2 k politick head-piece 
rent wideritzsuere ſunt m;- SR. 
feri;Intus ens emne poſu; wi contriying,and 
bezuw.Sen. lib. de Provid. inging abour his 
Cp. 6. own worldly and 


finiſter ends, or for 
his armes and conqueſts ; for then Sazl and 
Cref/zs, Abitophel and Alexander the Great 
had been high in Gods book : but he va- 
lues men only by their fpirituals, as their 
graces of Faith, Humility, Patience, Meck- 
nefſe, Obedience, and the like : and where 
he finds thefe, ( how unfurniſhed foeyer 
they are otherwiſe, ) yet theſe are mine 
ſaith the Lord; and in that day whe: 
3-17.18, 1 ſhall make up my Jewels, I will ſpare 
them, ever as a Father dath his Sonne; 
and thex (hall ye diſcern between the righ- 
rears ard the wicked, betwixt him that 
feereth God, and hins that feareth him 

207 


Indeed God may fometimes permit 
yill to profper in the world, but neyer ap- 
proye of it: for fo acknowledges the Jew- 
i Church, Lamente 23, 35S. To titru a= 
fiae the right of a man before the face of 


:he moſt Hiscb, or ito ſubvert 4 __—_ 
is 


"9 A £& © my KM ma oa <.. 


L- » Wc 
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hu cauſe, the Lord approves it not. And 
therefore to argue from Gods permiſlion Ply 
to his approbation, is a groſſe Nox ſequi- 55: 3. 
tury nay more, a. laying our iniquity on 
Gods back, as if he would take ic well 
at our hands to be made a Pack-horſe at 
every turn to bear all our execrable bur- 
dens, and were ( as David ſpeaks) ſuch pr; 
2 one as our ſelves, to favour evil cour- 59-77: 
ſes, or elſe to own them as his off- 
ſpring. | 


Which made D#o- SS 
ny fias the elder con- — ( _—_— 
clude Sacriledge tO Dijis immortalzbus de« 
be no finne, when he £7 Sacrilegis. Valer, 
he# wil ths Chas Max, Hb, x,Gap. 3+ 
ple at Locri, becauſe 
the Gods ſeem'd ( as it were) to ſmile up- 
on the action, in giving them fair Winds 
and Weather, both in their yoiage thither 
and return back again. 


But,asit was a great 
| blaſphemy(ſayes one) 
for the Devill to per- 
ſonate God, when' he 


Sr Franc, Bacon Ef- 
ſay 3. 


would 
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Gods fayour about them as heretofore we 
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would be /imil:s Altiſſimo ; ſo is 1t greater 


to make God perſonate the Devil, And 


yet this he doth, that 

makes God patronize 

Proſperum ſcelus vir- his evil, becauſe he 

= _— Sen,treg. proſpers in it ; for this 

; brings in God ſaying, 

That he will be like 

the Prince of Darknefſe, and makes the 

Holy Ghoſt to leaye his Dove-like ſhape» 

and come only to us in the form of a 
greedy Raven or Vulrur, 


2. As our proſpering in worldly things 
{wells us up too high with an opinion of 
our own Goodneſfle, and makes us think 
better of our elves chen is meet; fo 
alſo doth it on the other (ide lift us up too 
tarre with thoughts of evil towards our 
brethren, and make us think worle of them, 
and the wayes of God they walk in, then 
\ we ſhoulds by char” 
SO FORE ging them as utterly 
Alone ee ciem be deſerted of Godbe- 

7 cauſe we ſee not now 
the ſame hedge of 


dids 


| 
| 


© -—_SEH wwe oo kar 
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did, but the ſtakes that then prop'd them 
up, are now thrown away as uſelefſe and 
unſerviceable. Whereas Affiictions on this 
hand are every way as temporary arid 
tranſient, as Proſperity was on the other ; 
and being ſo, muſt needs be as a broken 
reed, or a reed of /Egypt , wherewith we 
cannot exatly meaſure Gods Temple , 
nor the ſpirituall eſtate of his Children, 


It was a hard ſtumbling-block to the 


Prophet David for a time, when he ſayes 
that his feer were almnſt goney and his foot- 


ſteps had well-nigh ſlipt, upon - his fight of 
the wickeds proſperity ; untill he went in- 
to-the SanAtuary of Gods Word, where 


'he learnt to ſettle his wavering and dif- 


trultfull choughts * for-;there he ſaw that 
notwithſtanding his'* outward afflictions, 
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Pſal. Ti. 
VETe 2, 


that God held him up - under that fore yer. 23, 


temptation with his right hand, and would 
( in oppoſition to tranſitory goods, which are 
the proper bleſſings of the wicked, becauſe 


they have no others but cheſe to truſt unto) 
guide him with that which ſhould infi- 


nitely exceed them, to wit, his Counſell 
here, and his Glory hereafter. 


And it was the great queſtion ſo much 
agitated 
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agitated betwixt Job and his Friends 7 
Whether thoſe dolefull changes that befell 
him were the cognizance of his inſincerity 
to God, and of Gods disfayour to him 
upon it, yea or no, His Friends taking ad- 
vantage upon his preſent weakneſſe and 
diltemper, maintain it ttrongly againſt him 
in the affirmative, that they were: untill 
at length God himſelf Reps in to the reſcue 
of the weaker fide, 
and makes the conclu- 


Concluſio ſequitur de- (on ( as all legicall 

biliorem parterm, Keck. 

log. pag. 424. concluſions do ) to fol- 
low the weaker part, 
determining it for Jeb 

againſt his Opponents in the negative 

and telling them, that they ſpake not of 

Fob, nor of his proceedings towards him 


that which was right. Job laſt, verſe 7. 


Seneca a Stoick Phi- 

In libro de provid. loſopher hath a ſer 
_— diſcourſe to this pur- 
pole, Cur bonis wiris 

2 yala eveniaut, why the evils of' this life 


n 10ſt commonly fall out to good men: 


al id he concludes ic thus) That temporall 
evils 


| 


| 


| 
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evils are no fign of | 
Gods hatred to them. mMamaui -——”— 

For, doſt thou think Ke Cnh—— 
( fayes he) that the iibergs credis, querum 
Lacedemonians hated prblice verberibus ad- 
their Childrenz when 4s 7 Neu eff bes | 
as they experimented [evitia ; cetemen oft. | 


their diſpoſition to yir- 
\ ue by ſtripes in publick? No. So do we 
| think Gods childrenin disfavour with him» 
| becauſe he layes here ſore blows upoa their 
| bodies and eſtates by 
| evil men, as his rods &o Tamerlain the Scy- 


- TS Thian 4s cail'd Fla= 
and ſcourges in it] 2ellum Dei. 


| No5 for we ſee and 
d fcel many times ({{ayes 
; an experunentall patient of our own well ) 
the deep lines and ſtrokes of Gods hand 
upon us, when as we cannot by our kill 
in Palmeſtry decipher his. meaning in it, 
| no more then the alreſes could by the 
: | viper upon Saint Paxls hand judge of his , ,. 
condition to God-yard, - 34 


Sir I ME. 


For God ſometimes ( that we may..noc 
thus judge ) inverts humane order , and 


| runs out his dealings towards us in the 
' ordinary chanel of his univerſall provr- 
« | | dence: 
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dence, juſtice and equity, by which he wa* 
ters here all alike, 


Indeed they may ſeem ( I gramt)) to go 
counter to our apprehended rules of com- 
mon right : yet are they alwaies agreeing 
both with Gods ſecret and reyealed will» 
though ( like the funne in its ſphear ) not 
perceptible to us, becauſe too myſterioug 
and dazzling : howeyer many pretend to 
interpret them by a blaze of fire lighted 
at the naturall pride of their own private 
ſpirits, and that dimme twilight of know-- 
ledge which 15 1n them; whenas they are 
altogether in the dark to the true light of 


Gods word and works herein, 


And here take /in 
Pia tipiQteri ſemtentis, the opinion alſo of 
Non eſſe omnes Peo ox FEpittctns another Sto- 
oſos, qui arummarum ick and Heathen mars 


varicta:e lufautur, ſed rf | 
of arceves cauſes, of NI ſpeaks moſt 
quas paucori pore per- Chriftianly to this 


—_ curicjrras, Avl, point, namely » That 
Gell. nod, 411. lib. 2. 1! are nct hated of 


C4, 18, 
God, who do wraſtle 
here wich variety of 


Miſeries : but that there are with God good 
cauſes 


a” 
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cauſes of it» though ſo ſecret that few can 


reach them, 


F 

And therefore, albeic we cannot fee how 
theſe atings of God may ſtand with his 
render loye - to his childrenz and ſo may 
conceive an ill opinion of them ; yet when 


we ſhall think ſeriouſly, that Gods thoughts Ifa,55.8, 


and wayes are not as ours, it will teach 
us to glye them a more fayourable inter- 


pretation, 


For how dare hu- 
mane raſhneſſe (ſayes 
Saint Bernard ) repre” 
hend that which it 
cannot comprehend 3 
in giving demonſtra- 
tivereaſon why world- 
"ly proſperity ſhould 
be virtues ſtepdame, 
and not her naturall 
mother ! | 


Dxomods hitmana teme- 
ritas audet reprebendere 
quod comprebendere 7101s 
poteft / De Conkid, l. 2+ 


Noverca wirtutis pro- 
ſperitas, P. Chryſol, 
lib, 1. de curial. nugis. 


But ( to cloſe uy this diſcourſe ) you ſee 
here' by what hath been ſaid, that it is a 
great errour ( howbeit now grown. more 
then 'popular ) to "judge of perſons and 
cauſes by the _ whenas a// outward 


things 


1 


| 
l 
| | 
| 
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C,9.VEL.1. See allo Mat. 5, 45. 
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things ( (ayes Solomon) Fall alike to ally 


neither can any judge 
of . love or hatred by 
what is before him ; 
Proſperity and Adyer- 
fity being but ſepara- 
ble accidents to them, 
and no efſentiall properties of them, be- 
cauſe they are grounded upon worldly things 
that have ſo looſe and mouldring a foun=- 
dation, as that a man cannot tell con- 


cerning them what a day. may bring 
forth, Again 


2, As worldly profperity ſwels us up 
wittr a high opinion of our own Good- 
neſſe above others) ſo likewife of our own 
Greatneſle, And this makes us ſlight rhoſe 
that are under us, and deal hardly with 
chem, ( as to temporall things, ), which we 
would rot de, if we once conſidet'> the 
mutability of it, 


And therefore if at any time God ſhall 
give up unto us thoſe we conceit our ene- 
mies, to be dealt with ( if we will ) by 
all harſhneſfe and extremity; yet are not 
we then co trample' upon them in the pride 
of 


He makes bis ſus riſe 
on the evil «1d 0n the 
a &c, 
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of out hearts) not to adde more load to 
that which God hath already laid upon 
them, but rather ts 


take off fron ic what rAs the virtue i 's 


we can, and to uſe Rs Mo- 
chem with all getitle- deration of proſperity. 
nefſe arid compaſſion, | ” Fraticls Bacon, E/e 
wich all mildieffe and 9 #: 

moderation, as conf1- | 
deritig 6 ſelves, that we are not here to 
live alwayes as Gods upon earth, the ſame 
yelterday, to day and for eyer: but what 
is the bitrer cup of their portion ts day, may 
be oursto niorrow, 


It ſpeaks out but a 

courle an gone pt es cher ge- 
rit, oO crow and in- neroſa capit. Ovid, 
ſult over theſe that are Trif. hb. 3, cleg:s, 
dowd. The very Hea.. 

ther thought it ſo, who | -; 
had only che glinmiering of nature to 
guide them 5 much more ought we Chriſti- 
fits whom the Apoſtle exhorrs, tat our 


moderation may be known to all men, Thiat Philipp. 
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as the Apoſtle will haye his Cormrbiens +5. 
to ſe the world with a tanquamy as if they FAS, 
»(cd it not; ſo —_ among. us, that», 3x, 


2 haye 
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have wealth, power and authority, to uſe 


them» as if they uſed them not: that ſo 
when they ſhall fail 


© US, ( as they will ere 
The wind goeth towards | ; 
the <——g and turneth long, ſince the wind 


bout unto the North; blows not alwayes 
it whirleth about cons out of one and the 


tzxually, and the wind ; | E 
returnes again ( ſaycs ſame favourable quar 


the Preacher ) accor- ter) we may then be 
ding to his circuits, Able to ſay with com- 


— ” by fort, That we - neyer 

miſsimployed thoſe ta- 
lents of Gods outward favour to ns unto 
the preſſure and deſtruction of our bre- 
threnz, but only to their relief and pre- 
ſeryation. 


The Prophet Davz/d,. in his tenth _Pſa/m, 
ipeaks of ſomey who through the pride of 
their countenance do not ſeek after God, 
neither ws God in all their thoughts, But 
their wayes are alwayes grievous; they 
puffe at their enemies, and ſay in ' thei 
hearts, they ſhall never be moved, nor be in 


Adverſity, 


And ſuch were the Babylonians, who 


( beſides their barbarous cruelty to the 7[- 
raelites 
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racdites under capti- 
vity ) added this a- 
bove all, that they 
ſcoft'd and jeer'd at 
them in their miſe- 
ries, with Simg ws 
now one of the ſongs 
of Sion, Soalſo were 
the Edomites verl. 7. 
who cryed over 7e- 
ruſalem in the day 
of her viſitation, Raſe 


The School-men ſay 
Irriſeo is mortale peccd- 
ty; in the Agent: 
Sure I am, it is 20r- 
rale ſupplicium in the 


TT 


Patienc 5 for Ego ham, 


anum . irridere me ut 
ſinam?( ayes kein the 
comedy ; ) ſatius eſt 
mibi quovis ex1119 T- 
zerire, Terent, in An- 
dria, 


it , raſe it even ts the foundations, 


And were we ſure that the ſun of our 
earthly Happineſſe would alwayes ſtand 
Rill in this our G:ibeoz, it may be we 
might take liberty ro do the like , and 
think we did well in it coo, But when 
as we come to conſider ſeriouſly » that 
there is no Solftice here upon earth, but 
ſo ſoon as the Sun is come to his furtheſt 
Summer-point in our Horizon, it is then 
preſently verticall > and turning again to 
make Winter- weather with us; how will 
this aſlwage that ſwelling of pride that is 
withia us, and make us humble ? 


F 3 


To 
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To this purpoſe there 
is a memorable hiſte- 
ry of Caganus King 
of the Huxs > unto 
whom Theederns Me- 
dious being [ent in anembaſſy from /Mavre- 
tjus the Emperour, to divert thoſe ſwarms 
of people wherewith Cagayns at that time 
threatned to ſtorm the Empire, he apply'd 

himſelf ro him in toeſe 

Ld id. Herodot, hifi, wards; Axdi R Caga- 
ne> wutilem narratio- 

yem Scloftris, crc. Hears ſayes he to Ca- 
Lanusy a profitable narrative of Seſoſtr i 
King of «Egypt» who being lifced up coo 
high with his great Succefles againft his 
enemies, cauſ'd four Kings taken priſoners 
to draw his triumphesll Chariot, wherein 
ene of them laok*'d back with iſmiles to the 
wheel of the Chariot, and being demanded 
** his reaſon for it » anſwered 5 That he 
* ſmiled to ſee the ſpoak of the wheel! 
* now af the top, to be preſently at the 
& bottome;end again that which is now atthe 
6 botteme, to be þy and by at the top. The 
very hearing whereof did ſo mollifie, and 
keep down the. haughty princes ſpirit, that 
it 


Bucholc, chro!s!. pay. 
"rai Pg 
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it drew him a lictle to forbear his as of 
holtility againſt the Emperour, 


And from this to- 
pick alſo of yolubiliry» Tdew bifter. lt. 1. 
did Creſus draw an 
argument to difſlwade 
Cyrus from his intended inrode into Scy- 
thia, For it thou didſt lead { (ayes he) an 
immortall army, then is there no need for 
thee co ask my advice in it ; but if thou 
doft acknowledge thy ſelf a man, and 2a 
leader of mortals, then think that there is 
a wheel of humane affairs that turns about 
continually, and ſuffers nothing here below 
to Rand long upon the ſame bottom. 


But this advice of Creſ#s took. no place 
with Cyras : If it had, he would have 
kept himfelf ( as the Tortoiſe doth) intra 
teſtudinem, within his own ſhell » within 
his own dominions, and not have cauſe- 
leflely uſurp'd upon the rightfull poſſeſſions 
of others to his own deſtruction ;* for tee 
the iflue and eyent of it. 


Even that God who is infinite in his 
Wiſdome) and terrible in his Power and Ju- 
| F 4 ſtices 


T9 
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_—_— tice, He that refifts the proud, and looks 
138.6, | upon-them afarre off; 


| It 
| Alios in cladem meri- OE Re 


beams precipitavit indig - pride of Cyrus lerve 
ne aufta felicitas. Boer. As a inare to take him- 


. de Con{0l, philos. 1, 4. ſelf in, and to. work 
HA his ruine : for he was 
no ſooner entred Scy- 
thia, but he found by ſad experience how 
unconſtant the world was, not looking now 
upon him with that ſmiling aſpe& it did 
before ; but the wind was now in _ another 
Prov. quaner, and ( as the Wife man fſayes of 
23.55 Riches, that they wake themſelves wings and 
fly torts did his former proſperity be- 
take her ſelf now to 1 
: i her wingsand flew a- ' 

Col Jufin, bif. way, his whole: army 

: being quite. defeated, 

and himſelf” Nain by 

Tomyris Queen of Scythia. 


: 


A good example to make the ſecure 
wretch-look about him, and to pull down #4: 
the high looks of the proud. & 


And therefore when ever any- fluſhing 
of pride begins to riſe within thee, and 
to 
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to bud forth, as it is in Ezekzel, into vio- os 
lence, and oppreſiion of others, then think , 
thou heareſt ſome Monitor calling unto 
thee, as King Philip's Page did to him, 
HMemento te eſſe mortalem, remember thatQ, Cur. 
thou art mortall : ſo, remember that thou 
art changeable as well as others, and 
this will be an excellent means to keep 
it in, 


For te!il me, would Cyras, think you, 
have invaded Sc:ythia, had he thought ſo 
{ad a fate would have attended him in it ? 

Or would Pharaoh haye oppreſs'd the 1/- 
raclites' {o much, had he thought that God 
would have tumbled him up and down 1ſo _ 
much as he did, from one plague to another, *' _ 
and at laſt made the ſea his champion to 
revenge their injuries upon him? 

Or would Feſeph's brethren have perſe- 


cuted him as they did, if they had thought 


he ſhould afterwards haye been lord over 
them ? 

Or the Gleadites haye expelled Tephtha, Jttlg. 
had they known he would have been ſuch ©*P: + 


a ſhelter againſt a ſtorm, and of ſuch uſe 


unto them againſt the Ammonites? 


Or (to ſay no more) would Darins 
| haye 


$2 


Q, Cucr, 


13, Is, 


\ 
The Birth of a Day, or, 
have call'd Alexander Philip's boy in de- 
rilion of him had he known that he ſhould 
haye been conquered by him > 


No; Little do proud men think that the 
water which is now in the float, will pre- 
{ently be in the ebye ; and that the {poak of 
the wheel which is now at the top, may 
quickly be at the bottome : and then he 
that is the greateſt now among us, may 
come (how ſoon he knows not) to ſtand 
in need of the meaneft creature whom he 
now deſpiſes. 


It is wiſdome then 

Sapienter omnes con- for every Chriſtian : 
irchant wento vimium Whenas he is at the 
ſtcundo turgida welse, top ofthe wheel, and 
Hot, carm. þ, 2, 04,19. may lord it over thoſe 
that are beneath, yet 

nor to overlook them with a fcornful eye, 
but to let down his ſpirit, and ( as the A- 
poſtle exhorts us) to condeſcend to men of 
low degree: For one ſcale 1s not alwayes 
in depreflion, No;This were dura infelicit as 
2 very hard and high meaſure of infelicity. 


Neither js the other alwayes in elevation : 


This were f«licit as miſeranda, a happineſfle 
to 


| 


' Pigty in this natian 
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ro be pitied, But the alceraate wave of the 
beam keeps them both in aw» and eſpe- 
cially the proud perſon, who ſeems unto 
me as a bird tied to a ſtring, which If 1 


fly roo high, the Nand draws in the ſtring 
and puls it down again. And 1o if we 


ſhall let out our fpirits too high with 
prid: , God hath then a line of vicifl- 
tade in his hand to pull us in at his plea- 
ſure, 


The Prophet David faid in his profperi- Fl 
ty, that he ſhould never be moyed, EN 
mountain was: made ſo ftrong 3 yet God 
did but hide his face from him a little, and 
he was troubled, 


Naturally then we 


Res ſeeund a non babent 
WE 00 Ape 50 know wow modum. Sc. 
no meaſure ina high j opdip. 


fortune ; but ( as a 


perſon of Honour and The Lord C. in bis 74 


meditat 9 


faid) Although ia the 

heat of ſummer we eaſily believe there will 
came 2fjer ic a cold ſeaſon of froſt and 
ſnow: yet are we ſa ſtupid as in Profpe- 


rity not to conſider of Adverlity» my 
the 
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the ofie be as ſucceſſive as the other, And this 
makes us toexalt our ſelves ſo much above 
all that is called God. That as it is obſer- 
yable touching the book of Eſther ( which 
is nothing elſe but a Declaration of as 
done in reference to the Greatneſſe, Pow- 
er and Glory of Ahaſuerus the Perſian 
Monarch» asto the principall inſtrument of 
them ) that in that whole book the name 
of God is not ſo much as mentioned at 
all : So doth it alſo commonly fall out, that 
while we are here in the ruffe of our worldly 
Glory and Proſperity, we ſeldome or never 
ſpeak of God, and as ſeldome think of 
him, but ſet our ſelyes up in his room, as 
Nebuchadnezzar did, who ſpake too big, 
and too much of himſelf, ſaying, Is ot 
this great Babel that I have built for the 
EU2#,4,30, hou ſe of my Kingdome, by the might of 


my power, and for the honour of my mas 


Duim magnam vim 
pulveris excitavi ! Fe 
fop, fab. paz. 62. 


ieſty ? As the fly ſaid 
in the Apologue when 


1t was got up to the 
_ top of the' wheel, See 


what a duſt TI make! 


So, ſee what a duſt 


makes 
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there is with him in the height of his pride! 
nothing but »zy Kingdome, »zy Power, and 
»y Majelty : but' as 
for God, Ne gry qui- 
dem, There is not a 
word of him; He is 
not in all his thoughts, 


Eraſm, Adag.pag.6 74. 


| And therefore how ſoon the. houſe of 


his Kingdome fell upon his heads yea how 
ſhort-lived the might of his power was, 


and the honour of his majeſty, you Mey 


ſee by the next yerſe, where it is ſaid, 
That while the word was in the Kings 
mouth, there fell a yoice from heaven ſay- 
ing , O Nebuchadnezzar, to thee be it 
ſpoken , Thy Kingdome is departed from 
thee. | 


The world then may well be compared 
to the ſea of glaſſe which Saint* Johs 
ſaw in his viſion, Re- | 
velat, 4. 6-and there 
be' alſos that from the 
reſemblance of the 


one to the other, interpret it thus, For 
Firſt, 


Lee bjs Conc, funeb,jxe 
obit, Doftoris Feailzi, 


85 
makes this poor Worm , what a Mying | 
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Firft, Ic reſembles the ſea eicher for ite 
ebbing and flowing s or elſe for che ſud- 


Nun: Rrato aquore 
blend:tur mars + nunc 
flaftthes inborteſcis. 
Boer, de Conſolat, Phi= 
loſoph. lib. 2. proſe. 2, 


dain change of jt « for 


' how ſoon is the face 


of the ſea ali&*d? In 
one and the ſame 
hour ( itmay be ) thou 
mayelt ſee her ſmiling 
upon thy veſlel, and 


hnnbig 2090; playing with it, and ſwal- 


Sen, de 8rangquill, 411. 
mi, Eodem diequo tibi 


_— rnavigis, fov- 


lowing it up, Nob 
igittr, ( ayes the Mo- 
raliſt) tranquillitati & 
j4s credere. i, e» Do 
riot therefore rrult too 
miich to her ſmooth 


afid calini looks; ## hot enim momento ma- 
re evertitar, for ih ofie moment deth fhe 
appear wrinkled with billowes, and turns 
about from a calm unto a ſtorm, 


We ſay therefore of x/afs 
uſually, that it ftazgs in 


melanehily perſons beve 
conceited their bodies ts 


Secoridly, fa fefem- 
bles alſo glafle, and 
char either for its brit- 
tleneſſe, becauſe no- 
thing is ſooner bro- 
ken : or elle for its 

flip- 
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{lipperinefle, becauſe 


- be of a glaſſy ſub} ance 
gs od let any he that walks upon 


wan touch they for glaſle Can haye no 

fear of breaking, See lure footing; and there- 

| Burton's Melancholy. fore for any man to 
preſume upon the tea- 

dinefſle of it mult needs be yery dan-_ 


Vw gcrous. 


That as the ancient 

GodwinRow. Antiq.ib, Romans uled to diſtin- 

2.. 3. eap.1,& Eraſm, Bguiſh their dayes into 

adag. pag. los. Dies albi and Dies a 

tri» white and black 

dayes: {6 doth God, 

and there is no man but hath the later of 

theſe as well as the former, his black as 
well as his white dayes, 


Oh the madnefſe then of wicked men, 
who are alwayes plotting againft the righ- 
ceous, and grafhirig upsn them with their 
Teeth! At ridebir Dens, fayes David, But ru. 
Go ſhall laugh at thems for it : and he*7***® 
ks g1ves this reaſon yerſ, 33» becauſe he feos 
| that their day is coming, 4. E, he fees 


clearly that their black and diſmall day is 
ceming upon them, chough thermfclves will 
nor 


CE: 


Hſe 3, 
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not ſee it through the pride and ſecurity 
of their ſpirirs; yea, and he knows allo 
punctually when it will be : though we 


Sf, ff » # 


dark and tempeſtuous with them; Since we 


know not what a day may bring forth, 


Laſt of all ( becauſe I am loth that my 
ſun ſhould ſer in a cloud; ) The coofide. 
ration of this point 
may ſerye as a good an- 
tidote againſt deſpair 
in an afflicted condi- 
tion eras a cordiall to 
ſtay up our ſpirirs in the 
{addeſt and moſt di- 
ftreſſed times, and to teach us patience and 
contentednefle in them : that ſo as in proſpe- 
rity we ſhould not ſay, we ſhall never be 
moyed, ſo neither in adyetrſity,that we ſhall 
never be deliver'd ; when we ſhall conhi- 
der, that what weight 
of affliction fſoever 
'we ly under, is not 
of a continuant , but 
of a changeable nature. And to this end 
ite 


Neme deſperet meliora 
lapſus ---probibet Clo- 
tho flarc fortunam, Sen. 
Thyc#}, trag, 2, 


Non # male wine, & 
olim fic erit, Hotat. 
lib,z. ode 10, 


W ” 


| al reatiſeof Vics Ate 
we have the ſure ſtaff of Gods promiſe 
unto his children to lean upon, as in the 
teath chapter to the Hebrews, where he 
ſayes thus, Yet a little ” 
while, or rather as it 
runs in the Greek, yet 
how very very little 
while, ( with a dou- | 
ble diminutive ) a»d he that (hall come, will 
eomeys and will not tarry, Andin the pre- 
cedent verſe he tells them, . they have need 
of patience, that they may receive this 
promiſe, And in the twelfth chapter to the 
Hebrews the Apoſtle takes up an exhor- 
tation to it from the Wiſe man , and prgy. 
makes a conſolatory uſe of it to his He- 3*** 
brews, Withall taking them to taske for 
their forgetfulneſſe of it ; 4nd ye have for=, 
gotten ' the exhortation which ſpeaks nnto 12. 5. 
you, as unts children : My ſonne, deſpiſe not 
thou the chaſtening of 
the Lord, nor faint, or : PIE 
 benot broken in mind, hk —_— frangivar ; 
( as others tranſlate it) 
when thon art rebuked 
of him, For we had ( ayes he) the fa- 
thers of our fleſh, way verily chaſtened us 
| 4 


3g 


Mitggy Govy Gony,Heb, 
IO, 37, 
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| B1Yth of a Day, or | 
a few dayes after their own em, and 


"on ver We were patient under their rod, and gave 


them revereiice, but God a few dayes only, 
for our profit. Shall we not then be much 
rather in ſubjetion to him who is the ow 
ther of ſpirits, and live? 


Thus when Boerizs, that Chriſtian Con- 
ſul and Martyr at Rome, was wrongfully 
deprived by T heodoricus of his Honours, 
Eſtate and Liberty, Philoſophy brings in 
what we call Gods proyidence> comfort- 
ing him in theſe words 3 

I turn about my 


Rotem mean volubili wheel continually; and 


-orbe ſemper verſo, i ite deli aht to rumble things 


fimis nga += 4 upſide dowtit why then 

e infima miutare gau- | —— 
þ veg wid igitur z Qoth thy heart hiink 
nimo contabeſcis, &%. within thee, when 28 


Boer.de Conſol, lib.2. this changeableneſſe 
prof. 2. of mine is cauſe e- 
nough for thee te hope 
for better things ? | 


And fo alſo, when many of our brethren 
were heretofore in exile for their Religion 


Mm Queen Marie's dayes, what (1 pray 2 
| i 


did that Fewell ofour 
Church comfort them 
with, but only this, 
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In Juelli vits. 


Hec non darabunt , atatew Theſe will 
Not endure an Age? as indeed you know 
they did not, her reign being not full out 


| 1x years time, 


der that black cloud 
that - hangs over the 
Churchy that it will 


but be as Ephraim”s 
| righteouſmeſle was, e- 


| To this end, it will not be amiſle to notes 
how the afflitions of Gods people in the 
Scripture>are run out not by any long trac 
of times as by an Age, Years Moneths 
Week or the like; but by the ſhorteſt 
meaſures that can be, as by a Day® 
now 2 Day (you know ) holds not longs 
bur is quickly gone, eyen as a flying birds 
a 2 poaſt that _ by, And this 
2 


not endure an Age, 


bd And with the ſame conſideration alſo 
| ſhould we cheare up our ſelves now un=- 


Non ſemper imbres 2316= 
bibus biſpidos matiant 
in agros, Hor, lib, 2 
ode 9. 


yen like the morning cloud; or as the ear 
ly dew that paſles away, 


Hoſl, 6. 4+ 


ood 
84s 
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Hezekiah calls the time ef Sennacheribs 
rage againſt Judah, a Day of trouble» 


Tſa, 37, verſe. 3, 


Or if this be not enough , you haye them 


then contrated within a leſſer room, and 
meaſur'd only by a Night, which is no 
more but the dark fide of a naturall day» 
and therefore is a great deal ſhorter. And 
this made the Prophet David fay, Pſal. 
209. verſ. 5. That heavineſſe may endure 
for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. 
The time then that heavinefle ſhall endure 
to the Godly can be but a Night at the 
longeſt, but whether it ſhall be ſo long or 
no, the Prophet is very uncertain and un» 
ſatisfied, for which cauſe he expreſſes i! 
here with a May be, Heavineſſe may 
endure for a night. 


Bur if this expreflion be net full enough 
to ſet forth the brevity of them, our Sa- 
viour doth it then by an Hour, which 1s 


ſhorter yet, and but the four and twentieth 


part of a naturall Day ; for ſo he calls 


the time of his perſecution by the High 
Prieſts and Elders of the people, Their hoxr, 
' and 
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and the power of Darkneſſe, Luk, 22,53» 


Orz if this be yet too long a ſpace to ſet 
forth the brevity of their affliftions, and 
to give a through Comfort to Gods peo- 
ple, their little continuance is then expreſs'd 
by a Moment, which 1 am ſure is ſhort 
enough; ſo you have it 1/a, 54. verl, 7,for 
a ſmall moment ( ayes God to his Church) 
have I forſaken thee, but with great mer- 
cy will I gather thee: And again verſ. 8. 
In a little wrath I hid my face from thee 
for 4 moment, but with everlaſting kind- 
neſſe will T have mercy #upsn thee. 


Or laſt of all, if any time can be ſhert- 
er then this it muſt then be - the preſent 
time; yet ſuch are the ſufferings of Gods 


children, in Saint Pauls account, but the 


Sufferings of the preſent timey Rom, $, 18. 

and a ſhortertime then 

= there hone hn ceanlt bn ihe Bb of 
or as the Fr 7C1) Our. Lewis the thirteenth, 

neighbours are ſaid to 


. be for their inconfi- 


derateneſle, Animalia ſine preberito & futu* 
r0y Creatures that have reſpe& -neithex to 


cime paſt nor time to come: ſo may we lay 
G 2 of 
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of the preſent time, That it is as ſhort a 
meaſure as can poſlibly be imagined, having 
| in it nothing either of time paſt or furure,th© 
firſt of the two being dead already, and 
the later of them being not yet born unto 
us, And yet we ſee here for all this that 
Saint Paul, when he had caft up the ac 
count -of all which he ſuffered in the 
cauſe of Chriſt, how he reckons and con- 
cludes it to be only che ſuftering of the 
preſent time» and not worthy to be com- 


pared with the glory that ſhall be re- 
vealed. 


A. He that obſerves the wind (ayes Selo- 
e 11.y. 4,701 ) ſhall never ſow, and he that obſerves 
the clouds ſhall never reap, Such are our 
Troubles, ſuch our Afflictions , which al- 

though they blow ſtrong againſt us, yet 

like ſome high and mighty - wind, they 

will not hold; yea though they fall. upon 

us as thick as hail, yet are they not fp 

fix'd for ever» but a change ſhall come. 

which ſhould make us in any temptation 

_ to deſpair and diſtruſt of Gods proyidence> 
check and chide our ſpirits) - as the propher 

David did his with that objurgation.(which 

for 


erg ——c_ a 


Ne 
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for the remarkablenefle of it is thrice re- 

peated, in the two and fourtieth and three 

and fourtieth Pſalms; ) Why art thou caſt Plal. 42. 

Aown,y 0 my ſoul? and why art thou diſ- ny > 24 

quieted within me ? Still hope in God; for Pl 43+ 
Bs . : laſt yerſe. 

F ſhall yet praiſe him, who is the health of 


my countenance and my God, 


Scaliger tells us of one Palavicine an x, jip. is, 
Italian, and kinſman of his, that had in one fubril. 
night his hair metamorphoſed from black 

to white: And I apply ic thus, That al- 
though now Gods people may /y, as the 
Fſraelites did, among the pots, (to uſe the 
Prophets words, ) and be like ſome Scullion —_ = 
{ullied and black'd with the burning coals 

of Affliction; yet may one day of Gods 
favour to. us work a great alteration with 

us, aud pur ſuch a candy of Proſperity 

upon us, as that we ſhall be» as it 1s there 

yerſ, 14. even as white as the ſnow in 
Salmon, 


And therefore, as Fobs reſolution was, ; TIPR 
fo wait all the dayes of his appointed time, vel. ” 
wxrill his change ſhould come; (o ſhould 
every. good man wait upon. God all the 
dayes that he ſhall be pleaſed to lay crou» 

G 4 ble 
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ble upon him , whe- 
ther immediately by 
himſelf, or elſe me- 
diately by the hands 
of evil men as his in- 
ſtruments in it 3 as 
knowing that it is ap- 
pointed but for a little while, at the moſt 
but a biduum or a tridunm, and then a 
change ſhall comez and bring him deliye- 
rance from it, 


Accevimus peritura 

' peraturi: quid que; t- 
mur ? Ad hoc inftitu- 
& ſumus, Sen, lib. de 
provid, c. 6. 


For in mouyut Sion and 11 Jeraſalem 


et there (hall be deliverance, as the Lord hath 
pra, ſaid: neither ſhall the rod of the ungod- 
125. 3- ly alwayes lye upon the back, of the righ- 
teorss but after two dayes he will revive 
Hoſ. 6. 2, . 
5, and the third day we ſhall live in his 
frebt. 
Wherefore ſeeing we ave compaſs*d about, 
Heb.12. ( as the Authour to the Hebrews ſpeaks ) 


4.2. ard3.29/th ſuch a cloud of witneſſes, let us run 


072 with PAtenCce the Yacet hat 7s ie EE before HS9y 
looks unto Jeſus the beginner and finiſher 
of our fairh, who for the joy that was ſet 
. before _ him, eadured the croſſe and deſpi- 


fed the ſhame. Yea let us conſider him that 
| cn- 


= Id 


_— r= Wen 
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endured ſuch contradiftions of ſinners, that 
ſo we may not be faint and weary, 


And now Comfort Jeruſalem (-ſairh my 
God) yea comfort her at the yery heart, 
and tell her that her ſinnes are pardoned, 
and her warfare is accompliſhed, For the 
Loyd knows, ſayes Saint Peter , how to 
deliver the godly out of temptation, and to 
make a way for them to eſcape: That as 
the ſufferings of Chriſt in them do abounds 
ſo hath God many wayes to make thezrr 
conſolations abound alſo. If the Devil and 
nis Engineers have £lle nocend; artes, a 
thouſand wayes to hurt and deſtroy thems 
God will either find or make as many 
wayes to preſerve them: whereof ſome 
he will have to be more ſecret and under 
ground, others again more open and ob- 
vious to the eyes of the world3 as either 
by reſtraining the fury and malice of their 
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Ifa- 40; 
"0 


2 Per, 2,% 


2 Cor,1.5; 


perſecutours, and ſtopping their mouthes,, 


that they ſhall not hurt them, as he did 
the mouthes of the Lions from hurting Da- 
zicl; or elſe by taking them off by his de- 
ſtroying hand of judgement in the full car- 


xeer of their pride, as he did Pharaoh, Are 


tiovehtsy 
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 tzochas, Herod, Agrippa, Julian the Apo- 
ſtate, and many ſuch like; or if none of 
theſe wayes, yet by ingratiating them, and 


y res , 
447 
] 


Fl 


giving them fayour in the ſight of their e- . 


nemies as he didthe 7ſraclires in the eyes 


of the e/Egyptians. 


And as God knows how to deliver the 
godly, ſo alſo when to doit; and a great 
deal ſooner it may: be then they ex- 
peR, even within the ſpaceand 
turning about of one day: 

Since none ef us know 
what 2day may 
bring forth, 


Trm-unt Deo Gloria, 


